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Building strong foundations, unlocking potential. 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
WOODMANSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

PARENT/CARER SURVEY AUTUMN 2017 RESULTS 
 

Thank you once again for returning the parent/carer survey Autumn 2017 and for your 
commendations and questions.  

 

Where possible I have tried to respond or offer an explanation to the questions placed. My 
replies are in italics. The replies are from me, so when the word I or me is used it refers to 
me, Mrs Nicholls. Clearly it is not possible to please everyone all the time, and sometimes 
we may have to agree to disagree. Often, a variety of responses with different opinions are 
offered for the same question and this is expected, not all experiences will be the same. 
However, your views are welcome and will be considered by the team. Many changes 
great and small can be made as result of these surveys. It is therefore a worthwhile 
exercise. If I have suggested below that you contact me, please do. It is given in the spirit of 
partnership. My door is open to you. 

Figures are shown in percentage terms and the actual numbers of respondents. Please do 
remember that you must contact me again should you wish to discuss these or any other 
issues further.  

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B. Nicholls 
Head of School 
 



Parent/Carers Survey: Woodmansey CE Primary School, Autumn Term. 
 
Taking into consideration developments since September 2017; 
Please tick as appropriate 
 

strongly 
agree 

agree neither 
agree/nor 
disagree 

disagree strongly 
disagree 

1. I believe, my child is making good progress at 
school. 
 

12 
58% 

9 
42% 

   

Comments:  
We feel both our children have made significant progress especially in math this term. 
My child’s confidence in her own abilities has definitely improved. She has always liked school but we 
have seen her enthusiasm grow rapidly – Thank you.  
I had significant concerns prior to the new management arrangements. I believe my children will now 
receive a high-quality education.  
Very happy with my child’s progress. 

1. My child is given the opportunity to succeed. 14 
67% 

6 
29% 

1 
4% 

  

Comments: 
My child is supported very well but they are still too young to pass comment on opportunities to 
succeed. I think all children like to know they are doing well and thrive from positive praise and each child has 
individual targets which are age appropriate. Please speak to your child’s class teacher if you would like to know 
more.  
They will now. 
Significant changes have occurred in the last term that are having a positive effect on the children. I am 
pleased they are being recognised and the impact is felt at home too. 

2. The school has effective policies and procedures 
to ensure the safeguarding of children. 

12 
58% 

8 
38% 

 1 
4% 

 

Comments:  
Safeguarding has improved since September but from what I know about other schools there is still 
room to improve. I believe there are always ways to progress, and the school will continue to move forward and 
further changes will be made in many areas in the future. Please do come and see me and talk through where 
you believe the next improvements should be made.  
The safeguarding arrangements are very good. I feel very reassured. 
 
 

3. Children behave well at school. 17 
81% 

3 
15% 

1 
4% 

  

Comments: 
The children are very well behaved. You also notice this when children (age 3) attend events with 
parents who attend FSU part time. I quite agree. The behaviour is exceptional. The children present 
themselves in such a mature manner. I am proud of them and how they represent the school.  
 

4. My child is not bullied or harassed at school. 13 
62% 

6 
30% 

2 
8% 

  

Comments: 
I am aware of problems with one child but we discuss at home and my child is handling it in a mature 
way. My child knows she can come to her teacher or to us if it becomes more than annoying. 
I hope I would notice or the school would flag up. 
The school’s behavior policy is rigorous and the children have adopted the policy 100% - they even helped me 
write the key rules. We have had no incidents of bullying reported since September. 
 

5. The school provides strong moral guidance for 
the children and is strengthened by the school’s 
Christian Values. 

13 
62% 

6 
30% 

1 
4% 

1 
4% 

 

Comments: 
My children are not religious and only attend this school because of catchment areas! Church of England 
Schools are not just for those families with Christian affiliation. I would like to think that the Christian values the 
school has adopted (Hope, Compassion, Trust and Respect) are values that we would all hope our children 



  
 

would adopt, regardless of religion.  
I like that the values are embedded across the curriculum. This is particularly useful for the younger 
children who don’t understand Bible readings. 
 

6. Homework is set as described in the policy on the 
website.  

8 
39% 

11 
53% 

2 
8% 

  

Comments: 
More homework given will be no harm. I would like my child to have more homework to do every week at 
home. 
Homework should follow the policy (maths – weekly, reading weekly, possibly twice weekly and project 
homework when appropriate and linked to curriculum areas). An optional extension question should be given, if 
they are not then please speak to the class teacher. 
Very systematic and consistent homework which our children respond well to and which is routine in 
our home – again assisting with progress. 
My child enjoys doing her homework and sees it as a positive challenge. She certainly has more 
confidence to try, even if she doesn’t get it right the first-time round. In the past she would quit, avoid or 
even get frustrated with herself. Now she is more determined and will stick at it and has a real sense of 
pride when she achieves her goal. Fantastic, homework should reinforce the learning going on in school. I am 
pleased to hear homework is helping with self-esteem and confidence too! 
Not sure if we have the right level. It doesn’t take long and seems easy. Please speak to the class teacher 
to raise your concerns. As mentioned in my above comment, homework should be an opportunity to reinforce 
the learning but add challenge if it is appropriate. If you do not feel this is happening, please contact the school. 
Homework can take a long time to complete as there is a substantial amount. Although important, we 
feel the quantity is a little excessive. Homework should take no longer than 25 minutes to complete, if it goes 
beyond this time, then please write a little note in the homework book to the teacher.  
The introduction of Maths homework is a real positive, in addition to IXL Maths and TT Rockstars which 
are a huge help. The session for parents to introduce IXL Maths was much appreciated and very 
informative. Great to hear you found the sessions useful. There will be a repeat of the Year 2 SATS information 
meeting for those that could not make the last meeting on 31st January. 

7. The school gives my child the opportunity to 
develop a healthy lifestyle. 

14 
67% 

4 
19% 

2 
8% 

 1 
4% 

Comments: 
School lunches are not healthy. My child enjoys them but I think they could have healthier choices. I am 
pleased your child is enjoying the school meals. The East Riding Authority set out the school menus for schools 
to adopt. We always ensure children have a range of vegetables on their plate and they eat and try new foods. 
Please raise any concerns you have with the authority at County Hall.  
My child attends clubs outside of school but whenever possible she loves to join in the sports clubs that 
the schools provide too. 
Yes definitely. 
I would like to see more outdoor classroom time. All/lots of subjects can be delivered outdoors with a 
little initiative and creativity. I quite agree! There are more plans to develop the outside areas to aid in this.  
Healthy eating is monitored in class (eg. Making vegetable soup) Opportunity to develop this further at 
school events – not always healthy and/or inclusive of children with alternative dietary needs. 

8. My child enjoys school. 19 
92% 

2 
8% 

   
 

Comments: 
My child has always enjoyed Woodmansey School.  
I know when my child is really not well as it is the only time she doesn’t want to come to school! 
Both my children love coming to school. 
Very much so, they cannot get enough. 
This is the most important thing for us that our child enjoys school and is happy. Absolutely, we have a 
great staff team that really put the children first. 

9. My child is enthusiastic about learning. 19 
92% 

2 
8% 

   
 

Comments: 
My child is both enthusiastic about learning inside and outside of school, which is lovely to see and how 
it should be. 
Very much so! They can’t get enough. 



10. The curriculum is broad and balanced. 15 
72% 
 

4 
19% 

2 
9% 

  

Comments: 
I think the school has to follow what the curriculum sets out. To an extent, yes, however since the New 
Curriculum was launched in 2014, the curriculum is now skills based. The school is therefore able to ‘design’ 
their curriculum around the outlined skills. Please visit the school website where you will find the curriculum plan 
for each year group.  
My child is stimulated and excited about her lessons at school – and we are enjoying hearing all about 
them! 
It is now although I’m not an expert so please tell us how you are making it broad and balanced. 
Please see comment above. It is important that children get a grasp of their locality, eg. Children in 
Woodmansey will experience different things to a child in the city centre of Leeds, and some aspects will of 
course be similar but it is important to harness those interests and lifestyles and make learning relevant for the 
children in our care. So for example, children in year 6 look in depth at the history of Hull and discuss slavery 
and the fishing trade. 
 

11. Woodmansey CE Primary School provides a 
caring environment for my child. 

17 
81% 
 

4 
19% 

   

Comments: 
My child is always well cared for. 
The school has a family feel to it, a nurturing environment. Even though the school is small and when 
having to compete against the larger, more equipped schools, there is always a great sense of pride in 
how well the children behave, in defeat their spirits are never knocked. Absolutely, Woodmansey pupils 
take great pride in all of their achievements and our focus is to ensure children reach their potential. 
The best. Brilliant with my children. 
The school has a warm, positive atmosphere. 
 
 

12. My child is cared for and supported. 18 
86% 

3 
14% 

   

Comments: 
Every member of staff evidently cares for and supports our children – we are incredibly grateful for the 
kindness shown by XXXX and XXXX at breakfast club and after school club as we are aware our children 
have long days. 
My child has been supported well, and is now using her overlays for reading. It gave her confidence and 
she has got her enjoyment for reading books back again. That is wonderful to hear, we have been able to 
use the new SENDCO effectively to identify specific needs.  
Yes, definitely. 
All staff are kind and very patient with all of the children. 
 

13. Teaching is good. 17 
81% 
 

4 
19% 

   

Comments: 
Fantastic teaching. 
The teaching has improved greatly and it shows as the constant smiles on both the staff and children’s 
faces beam daily – it is a joy to see! 
A black cloud has been lifted – Thank you for your hard work it is very much appreciated and we are 
seeing the results! 
Perfect! 
I hope so. I look forward to the Ofsted confirmation. So do we! 
Teaching has certainly improved and there is a much stronger focus on Early Years and learning now. 
I also believe that the support staff are extremely good too. They are, and they have taken on the new 
routines with the upmost professionalism. 
My child has made excellent progress in reading and writing, particularly in year 1. He is beginning to 
make progress in maths, however, this was often a very slow start in EYFS. I don’t believe there was a 
sufficient challenge for higher ability pupils at this stage and my child spent a long time working at a 
level he found too easy. I raised this at parents evening at the time. My child was well supported in other 



  
 

curriculum areas and socially. That is great you are seeing progress. Could it be that what you saw as a ‘slow 
start’ could be the teacher broadening and deepening those skills? It is important to remember that we are trying 
to enrich the learning rather than race ahead? Please speak to me if you would like to discuss this further. 
The new head of school has introduced new methods for teaching eg; Maths, No Problem! The school 
day has been reorganized to promote maximum teaching time. Teaching appears to be much more 
focused. I agree that the change to the school day has had such a positive effect, no minutes wasted!  

14. Staff expect my child to work hard and do his or 
her best. 

17 
81% 

4 
19% 

   

Comments: 
The expectations feel very individual and well balanced with lots of encouragement. 
Really fantastic. 
The atmosphere in the school has changed and this has resulted in the children having more confidence 
in their abilities and wanting to work harder. One of the things I noticed very quickly here, is that the children 
love to rise to a challenge and love working hard! 
 
 strongly 

agree 
agree neither 

agree/nor 
disagree 

disagree strongly 
disagree 

15. Staff treat my child fairly. 18 
86% 

3 
14% 

   

Comments: 
Really supportive. 
 
 
 

16. Staff encourage my child to become mature and 
independent. 

17 
81% 

3 
14% 

1 
5% 

  

Comments: 
My child is encouraged at home to be mature and independent. 
Yes, perfect. 
My child thrives as most children do with praise for hard work, she loves being able to help out, it gives 
her a real sense of pride in her own abilities. 
I like the use of the service bus for trips. 

17. I know who to approach if I need support and 
guidance. 

18 
85% 

1 
5% 

1 
5% 

1 
5% 

 

Comments: 
First port of call is usually XXXX (who is much better and friendlier than Google!) This has never 
changed over the years and she still remains as supportive as ever – Thank you! 
Yes, every single member of staff. 
All staff are approachable and friendly. XXXX is always on duty every morning in the car park to discuss 
any issues. 
 

18. I feel able to approach the school for help. 16  
 76% 

3 
14% 

1 
5% 

1 
5% 

 

Comments: 
Only certain members of staff I would feel comfortable approaching. 
Yes definitely.  
It has been lovely to be able to approach the school for advice and support without being judged and 
frowned upon – it has made any problems a lot easier to bear. Heartfelt thanks to XXXX and XXXX. 
 
 

19. The Governors work to ensure the success of the 
school and its community of learners. 

11 
52% 

6 
28% 

4 
20% 

  

Comments: 
I don’t know who the governors are. 
I don’t feel that it is clear of the governors role, I therefore cannot identify what work they do. 
Please could I direct you to the governor pages in the newsletters? The newsletters include a biography of a 
featured governor. This may help you to understand their role a little more. We are working very closely with the 
governors and hopefully you will be kept informed of the work they are doing for the benefit of the school.  
 



20. I currently know how my child is getting on at 
school. 

16 
76% 

5 
24% 

   

Comments: 
Early parents evening was informative and 
encouraging.  
Parents Evening updates on progress and have found 
meetings about SATS and homework very beneficial 
– many thanks for your time and commitment. At the 
end of January you will also receive a mid-year report to 
show how your child is getting on in maths, reading and 
writing.  
Would like to know which clubs my child attends. 
They don’t always say. 
School is always happy to meet parents to discuss 
any issues. 
 

21. The school seeks the views of parents/carers and 
takes account of their suggestions and concerns. 

14 
67% 

5 
23% 

2 
10% 

  

Comments: 
We would welcome more clubs yet accept the limitations of a small school in this respect. 
Very much so. We asked for flexibility and changes to a number of issues and got the full support of the 
management team. Changes are immediate. 
The first meeting for parents with the new head of school and executive headteacher was excellent. 
Parents were listened to and their suggestions were acted upon very rapidly eg. French club, after 
school sports activity. 

22. I am kept well informed about school events. 12 
57% 

8 
38% 

1 
5% 

  

Comments: 
The newsletters/emails are a big improvement, I look forward to reading them, the way they are set out 
makes them not only informative but also an upbeat positive read. 
Would appreciate more notice with timings. It is really hard to pencil out a whole day whilst we await 
timings ie. Christmas performance. I apologise for not giving enough notice for events, if you require an 
answer for timings then please phone the school and we will do our best to help. We of course, want to be 100% 
sure timings for events will work before they are published. 
Sometimes in the past, this has been quite short notice; eg a text a day before the event. This has 
improved. 
 

23. There is a good range of activities at school, 
which my child finds interesting and enjoyable. 

10 
48% 

11 
52% 

   

Comments: 
Really like the sport after school clubs. Would like Spanish and French. Lunchtime clubs are good but 
prevent children exercising at lunch, so not healthy. We have a lunchtime French club on Fridays. Please 
contact the school for details on how to book a place. The sessions are very popular! The amount of fitness the 
children now take part in has increased significantly within the curriculum, so there is more of a balance now of 
club time and ‘exercise’ time. 
More musical opportunities would be good. A chance to play a varied range of instruments and also 
more drama. Ms Eastwood has just started a recorder group and I will contact East Riding School’s Music 
Service for information on how to expand, although I am sure this will have something to do with numbers and 
demand but will check. Drama – absolutely! It is on my list… 
This has improved. 
This has improved significantly since the new head of school has been in post. 
 

24. The school promotes equality of opportunity and 
tackles discrimination. 

11 
52% 

7 
34% 

3 
14% 

  

Comments: 
Would be nice if there was more diversity for the children to experience but guess this is the make up of 
the area and hard to address. 
A ‘provision for special diets’ policy would be beneficial in ensuring that Children with dietary needs are 
not unintentionally discriminated against and able to participate fully in school life in an inclusive way. 
 



  
 

25. The school is well led and managed. 16 
77% 

4 
18% 

1 
5% 

  

Comments: 
Don’t know enough. Please contact me and I can answer or inform you further.  
I am impressed and also confident in the way the school is now led and managed. I feel the school has 
come out of hibernation and finally joined the 21st Century. 
This is true from September 2017. 
The new head of school, with support from the Executive head is doing an excellent job. Parents have 
confidence in the way the school is being managed. Thank you to those that joined us for the meet and greet 
back in September, it was a wonderful start in getting to know you. 
 

26. I support the ethos of the school and know it is 
strengthened by the school’s Christian Values. 

14 
67% 

3 
14% 

3 
14% 

 1 
5% 

Comments: 
Don’t support encouraging children to believe in things they can’t fully understand at a young age. 
I am worried that you have the wrong idea about what the Christian ethos of the school is? Our ethos can be 
supported by anyone of any faith or no faith and that is to ‘build foundations and unlock potential.’ Everything 
which is taught is explained and delivered in an age-appropriate manner and opinions and views are supported. 
 
 

27. The school has a positive impact on the wider 
community. 

10 
47% 

8 
38% 

2 
10% 

1 
5% 

 

Comments: 
I personally don’t feel a strong community in Woodmansey. This is no fault of the school, just the village 
in general. 
We feel very strongly that the school’s place in our community is not to be underestimated. Families 
know each other because of the school and this has an immensely positive impact in the village. 
We all need to work hard on the wider community. I feel confident that the positive nature of the new 
head will ensure that now happens with support from the PTFA. 
I hope in the future the school attracts more pupils. 
 

28. I would recommend the school. 16 
76% 

3 
14% 

 1 
5% 

 

Comments: 
I wouldn’t recommend the school but only because of how much focus there is on Christianity. We are a 
Church of England School. We have a legal obligation to teach a percentage of Religious Education, but our 
curriculum is broad and varied.  
Definitely. The best school. 
I would now – most definitely. I just feel a bit sad that my child only has a final year at Woodmansey to 
enjoy its huge improvements, but at least better late than never. My child will have lots of happy 
memories. 
Absolutely and it’s something we do regularly. There are so many positives that need promoting. 
The school has a fantastic nurturing environment which has helped our children to thrive. 
With the new management the school is in a strong position. The school has moved forward 
significantly in a relatively short period of time. The links with Molescroft Primary School have created 
wonderful opportunities for all the children at Woodmansey. We have a school to be proud of and I 
would definitely recommend it to others. 
 
 
 strongly 

agree 
agree neither 

agree/nor 
disagree 

disagree strongly 
disagree 

29. Foundation Stage and Nursery Parents only:  
The arrangements for the integration of my child 
into school were effective. 

 

6 
100% 

    

Comments: 
I like the entry from age 3. I feel it makes the transition to full time better for the child. Also like that the 
4-5’s can still be with the 3-4’s. 



 
 
 
 

30. Foundation Stage and Nursery Parents only: I 
am able to support my child’s learning. 

6 
100% 

    

Comments: 
We love the opportunity to learn how the children are taught phonics/reading through the parent 
sessions. Very welcome. We will have more throughout the year, so please keep an eye out for details in the 
newsletters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

31. Foundation Stage and Nursery Parents only: I 
know how my child is achieving at school. 

6 
100% 

    

Comments: 
XXXX is outstanding. She has a natural ability with children and parents. I feel lucky that my child has 
this start. 
 
XXXX keeps us very well informed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional Comments: 
 
XXXX and XXXX are fantastic. I think the school provides good moral guidance but this is not 
supported by Christian values, it’s because the teachers are good at their jobs. I want my children to 
know about all religions and if they choose to be religious then that is their choice, I do not agree with 
encouraging young children to believe in something they cannot fully understand. I think 
Woodmansey has improved a lot since September. All of the children at Woodmansey do and will learn 
about many world faiths, this year for example the children are learning about Christianity and Buddhism. 
Years 1-6 visited the Buddhist Temple. Schools have a legal obligation to teach Religious Education but 
nothing is encouraged. 
 
Thank you to all the staff for all of your hard work, care and support for our children. 
 
This school is absolutely fantastic, the support and help is amazing. 
 
A lovely staff team. The staff are working so hard to give the best education and primary experience. 
 
This is the first time in a few years that I feel I am giving my children the best educational start in life. 
Thank you for making the changes so quickly. We do hope that Mrs Nicholls and Mr Loncaster 
continue with the school. 
 
XXXX’s attitude, enthusiasm and warm nature were needed. 
 
 
My child has only been with you a short time but I know Woodmansey is the best decision we have 
made. I look forward to our future at this school. 
 
Any issues however small are dealt with at once, and staff are always caring and protective of the 
children. I cannot recommend the school enough. 
 



  
 

We are seeing the school go from strength to strength and feel confident my children will be able to 
reach their potential. Thank you. You have identified the reason behind why we do what we do! 
 
The staff are extremely caring and support my children both academically and pastorally. We are kept 
very well informed. 
 
We want to thank the school for their ongoing efforts with our children. We are very grateful. 
 
The PTFA does a fantastic job! I agree! They really work hard to support the school. 
 
Exciting changes have occurred in the school since September. I cannot emphasise enough what a 
wonderful job the new head of school and executive head are doing. 
 
 
Thank you so much for all your positive comments. Please don’t wait until another survey if you have 
something to raise. Pick up the phone or come and see me and we I can hopefully answer your questions 
then.  


