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Happy New Year! 
Dear Parents, Carers, Governors, Friends, Staff and Pupils
A warm welcome to another school 
year at Woodmansey CE Primary 
School. A particular welcome to those 
starting at Woodmansey in our 
nursery and foundation class and to 
our new class members spread 
across the school - Woodmansey CE 
is certainly growing! You are more 
than welcome and myself and my 
team look forward to getting to know 
the new faces. 

As always I am so thankful to Mr 
Pang, who has restored the school 
over the summer ready for the new 
term. His endless energy and 
dedication to the school is amazing 
and I am always grateful for all the 
work he puts in. I know he is looking 
forward to seeing the children again 
at the crossing patrol!

Just in case you hadn’t noticed 
walking in this morning, the school is 
looking somewhat different… Hobson 
Porter have been in school over the 
summer break, carefully demolishing 
the empty school house. The space 
has now been cleared and they are 

rebuilding the exterior wall. The work 
is due to finish around the 10th 
September so until then I ask that 
you work with us in keeping the 
children away from the building site 
in order to keep both the builders and 
our children safe during this time. 
There is a site cordon on the 
playground which must remain until 
the building works are completed. 
Thank you for your support during 
this time.

Once the building work is complete, 
both Mr Loncaster and I will meet 
with the Local Authority about 
beginning the work on the new 
Foundation outdoor provision. 

Thank you for responding to the 
Parent/Carer survey sent out in July. 
If you haven’t sent back the survey 
please do so by the end of this week 
as I will publish a full report later this 
half term. Comments, suggestions 
and observations will be considered 
by the whole team. 

Lastly, a huge thank you for the many 
cards, gifts, emails which were sent 

to myself and the team at the end of 
last year. Although not necessary, it 
does make all the difference knowing 
that our efforts and dedication are 
appreciated by the children and 
families. 

I really do hope you have all had an 
enjoyable break, with many 
memories made. 

We are ready to start the new year 
and will continue to do the best for all 
the children, the community and the 
school with our aim of ‘unlocking the 
potential’ of every child. 

Warmest wishes,

Mrs Bethan Nicholls 

Head of School 

This newsletter is posted on the school website: www.woodmanseyprimary.school. 
From the website is also possible to view the School Blog which gives a photographic diary of life in school.

http://www.woodmanseyprimary.school
http://www.woodmanseyprimary.school
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R SCHOOL MEALS 
  

From September we are now 
offering the choice of a Jacket 
Potato with a set topping as an 
additional option for school 
lunch. We know the importance 
of having a good meal at lunch 
and also know that options for 
children make life that little bit 
easier. Please support us in this 
venture by encouraging your child to 
opt for the jacket Potato option, 
particularly if they usually take a 
packed lunch option.  

The set toppings are: Mon - Baked 
Beans, Tues - Tuna, Wed -  Cheese, 
Thurs - Baked Beans, Fri - Cheese. 

   

STARTING SCHOOL IN 
2019? 
The Application Window is 
open! 
 Do you have a child aged 3 to 4 
years old? Was your child born 
between September 1st, 2014 and 
August 31st, 2015? If so, then he/
she should start school in 
September 2019. You can apply for 
a school place online NOW using 
the electronic form on the council’s 
website: www.eastriding.gov.uk or 
you can contact the council 
admissions team for a paper 
admissions form. The deadline for 
receiving applications is January 
15th 2018. Paper copies and  

electronic copies will need to 
be with the admissions team 
at County Hall by that date. If 
you have any questions 
please contact your local 
school or East Riding of 
Yorkshire Council: 
Admissions Team - 01482 
392100. 

PACK UPS 

Please may I remind parents that 
sweet and sugary items should be 
kept to a minimum in packed 
lunches eg. 1 x chocolate biscuit. 
Fruit is encouraged but please could 
parents prepare the fruit before it 
comes into school eg. Grapes cut,  
as the staff do not have the time to 
do this during the serving of lunches.  

PARENTS OF YEAR 6 & YEAR 2 CHILDREN 
Parents/Carers of Year 2 and 6 children will be aware that in 2019 the children will be 
assessed against national expectations. Parents/Carers are invited to attend a meeting 
designed to explain what to expect and how best to help prepare your child for the 
important tests and assessments. The Y6 tests will be taken in the week commencing 
13th May 2019. Please note absence will not be authorised for Y6 pupils in April or 
May. Absence for Y2 pupils will not be authorised in May and June. 

The meeting for Year 6 parents will take place on Monday 1st October 2018 at 
5pm and the meeting for Year 2 parents will take place on Monday 8th October 
2018 at 5pm. The meetings should last no longer than an hour.

We really encourage you to attend these meetings even if you have had older children 
who have taken the assessments. Criteria does change and it is important you hear all 
about them.

http://www.eastriding.gov.uk
http://www.eastriding.gov.uk
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TESCO BAGS OF HELP 
Cast your votes now! 
You may have seen in Tesco stores the 
opportunity to vote for different 
community projects in the area with little plastic tokens. From September 
1st - Wednesday 31st October 2018 you can vote for the development of 
our Early Years Outdoor Area. The project with the highest number of votes 
across our region will receive £4,000 (or the amount that was requested up 
to this value), the second placed project £2,000 (or the amount that was 
requested up to this value), and the third placed project £1,000. The money 
will make a huge difference and I urge you to buy the odd item from Tesco 
in Beverley and ask for a token and vote for Woodmansey CE Primary. Tell 

your neighbours, friends and family and get shopping and voting! Huge thanks to Sara Fletcher for 
writing the proposal. 

UKULELE’S ARE GO! 

 From September, years 3-6 will be 
learning to read musical notation 
through the tuition of the Ukulele. A 
teacher from the East Riding School 
Music Service will provide the 
weekly lessons and we look forward 
to hearing their progress very soon!  

Unfortunately the Ukuleles cannot 
be taken home but if parents would 
like to support this venture by 
buying a Ukulele for home, they 
retail from around £10- £20 each for 
a Soprano Ukulele.  

I 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 

 During October we focus on giving 
thanks for things we can, at times, 
take for granted. On Monday 1st 
October I invite pupils to bring in 
some fresh fruit or fresh vegetables 
to form a display in the hall. A few 
apples or a cabbage for example 
will be more than acceptable. This 
will form a visual reminder to give 
thanks for the harvest and the foods 
we can eat. Alternatively anyone 
wishing to send tinned/dried food 
may do so and these items will be 
donated to the food bank for 
distribution.  

At 2.45pm on Thursday 
4th October a special 
‘Harvest Market’ will be set 
up on the playground 
where our Y3/4 children 
will be selling the produce 
to parents/carers. We 
promise that prices will be 
competitively matched to 
local supermarkets! All 
money raised will go the 
school’s chosen charities 
for this academic year.  

On Friday 5th October, a 
special Harvest Festival will take 
place in St Peter’s Church at 
9.30am. All families are welcome. 
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TRIM TRAIL REMINDER 
Please could I ask that parent/carers avoid 
letting their children use the trim trail on the 
playground before and after school. There   
aren’t any staff available on the playground at 
these times and we would hate an accident to 
happen, particularly now when the mornings 
can be quite damp and makes the surface 
slippery.

PE KIT REMINDER 
There have been a few occasions where children have forgotten or not brought a full kit into 
school. Could we ask that parents provide a full kit, including a change of footwear eg. Not the 
black trainers that are worn as school shoes, on a Monday and be taken home on a Friday for 
washing.  
With the new after-school clubs I appreciate that kits need to be washed, but please feel free 
to put a ‘club kit’ in the bag so the school kit is unaffected.  
  

WATER BOTTLES 
On the first day back to school in September, every child should have 
received a new school water bottle. This bottle will be replaced by 
school on an annual basis. Only these bottles will be allowed in the 
classroom for drinks throughout the day. Replacement bottles are 
available from the school office at a cost of £1.20 per bottle. Worn out 
caps will be replaced for 50p. The drinks bottle should contain only 
water; a SUGAR FREE juice is allowed.  
Drinks with packed lunches will remain stored with the lunches. 

PARKING 

A gentle reminder... thank you to those that have worked with us. 

I know that the issue of car parking around the school has been long standing and I can totally 
appreciate that the position of the school is not ideal. Now as I cannot physical change the school’s 
location I can remind you of all possible solutions. 

1. The school carpark can be accessed and used until 8.30am when the gates will be locked. The 
gates will be re-opened at 8.50am when children are safely inside the school building. 

2.The Warton Arms and The Village Hall have kindly offered us use of their carpark for parents to 
park and walk the remainder of the journey to school. 

I urge you all to consider the safety of the children and the staff when parking at busy times. 
Parking to cause obstruction to the crossing patrol or entrance to the school gate is parking 
dangerously and restricting access for emergency vehicles. 
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Absences  
Parents/carers are required to inform the school office of the reason for absence as soon as 
possible. This may be in person or by telephone. Failure to do so will result in an 
unauthorised absence being recorded. In the interest of pupil security, absence should be 
reported to the school office (by telephone or in person) before school commences on the 
morning of absence. 

Holidays in term time 
Head Teachers can no longer sanction holidays in term time.  Taking holiday absence 
will lead to an unauthorised absence. 

Fines are imposed by the Local Authority for unauthorised absence. Fines are issued per 
child, per parent, per accumulated week of absence. The school does not receive any of the 
money.

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
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GOVERNOR NEWS
As you may know, Woodmansey CE Primary has not only been through some leadership 
changes but the Governing Body has seen big changes over the last couple of years. It is 
important that as parents and carers you are aware of the people within the team that 
governs the school and what their role is. Governance has taken a different direction in 
recent years but essentially they are to: 
 - ensure the school continues to raise standards   
 - ensure clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction  
 - holding executive leaders to account for the educational performance of the organisation 
and its pupils, and the performance management of staff  
 - overseeing the financial performance of the organisation and making sure its money is 
well spent. 

Prof. Brad Gibson 
Parent Governor
Having been appointed Governor in 2018, I am one of Woodmansey’s 
newest representatives on the Board.  My passion for the school was 
fuelled by the search for one whose ethos was aligned with those of 
my family; at Woodmansey, we discovered the personal care and 
attention that our daughter had been missing in her previous school. 
 Many, if not all, schools make broad proclamations regarding the 
provision of support on an individual level, but Woodmansey was 
more than words, and delivered immediately on that promise.  Our 
daughter fell in love with the school on day one, and in parallel, so 
have we.  I want to channel the passion I feel for the school into 
supporting its further development, and ensure it never loses its truly 
unique commitment to individual care and attention. 

During the day, you can find me at the University of Hull in my role as Head of Physics and 
Director of the E.A. Milne Centre for Astrophysics.  I completed my MSc and PhD at the 
University of British Columbia, building the world's first Liquid Mirror Telescope Observatory 
and designing software to map the distribution of the chemical elements throughout the 
Universe.   I used exploding stars to determine the expansion rate of the Universe, as part of 
the Hubble Space Telescope Key Project on the Extragalactic Distance Scale, and my team 
was the first to identify the locations within the Milky Way most likely to harbour complex 
biological life.  

My real passion lies in widening participation and gender diversity in science, and working 
alongside teachers, schools, colleges, and the public, to effect changes in these areas. I 
deliver up to 100 public and school events a year, for ages from 3 to 103, and we have been 
successful in doubling the number of women into physics at the University of Hull over the 
past 2 years.  The teaching profession is, to me, the most noble and singularly important one 
in society today; I am constantly amazed by the impact teachers have on our children, and as 
Governor I will work tirelessly to support Woodmansey’s team in any way that I can, from 
providing my own insights into how curriculum development shapes my own students to 
financial guidance within the academic environment.
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As a Church of England School, Christianity is the main faith in which we cover, but every year 
we teach a different world faith alongside Christianity. This provides a solid understanding and 
promotes comparative discussion. This year we will learn about the Hindu faith.
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DIARY
PLEASE PIN THIS PAGE TO YOUR 

HOUSEHOLD NOTICEBOARD

September

Wed 5th  School reopens - This date may not correspond with  
neighbouring schools. 

Wed 12th KS2 Ukulele lessons begin
Th 20th Governors’ Meeting - Curriculum Achievements & Standards 5.30pm
Mon 24th Reading Champions Week

October

Mon 1st Harvest Festival offerings into school
Year 6 SATS meeting for Parent/Carers 5pm

Thurs 4th Harvest Market on the playground 2.45pm
Fri 5th Harvest Festival Service at St Peter’s Church 9.30am
Mon 8th Year 2 SATS meeting for Parent/Carers 5pm
Mon 22nd Health Week
Tues 23rd Individual and Family photos with Tempest Photography
Wed 24th International Hockey Festival (KS2) at Molescroft Primary School
Thurs 25th Governor’s Meeting - Safeguarding, Premises, Health & Safety and 

Wellbeing 5.30pm
Governor’s Meeting - Finance and Personnel - 6.30pm

Fri 26th School Closes for Half Term

Yours sincerely, 

B Nicholls 
Head of School 

‘In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.’ Matthew 5:16 


