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SEPTEMBERNEWS
This newsletter is
posted on the
website:
www.woodmanse
yprimary.school
From the website
it is possible to
click on the
SCHOOL BLOG
which is an online
photographic
diary of life at the
school.

Type to enter a caption.

Dear Parents, Carers, Governors, Friends, Staff and Pupils
Welcome back to a new school year at
Woodmansey Primary School and a
particularly warm welcome to those
starting at our school for the very first
time. It’s such an exciting time of year
and it was so lovely to see everyone
on Wednesday coming into school
with huge smiles ready to start a new
school term.
As you may have noticed the school is
going through a period of building
transition with the Year 3/4 classroom
nearly doubling in size and the Early
Years classroom having new doors to
their (almost complete) new outdoor
learning area. In the end it was all a
push too far for the builders to
complete everything for the start of
term and so the outdoor area should
be ready in the next two weeks. We’ll
have a grand opening of the new
school areas when they’re all
complete.
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To be honest it felt like a small miracle
that the school was ready in time. I am
totally indebted to the truly amazing
staff team here who pulled out all the
stops on Monday and Tuesday to
ensure the school was ready for your
children to start on Wednesday. Never
have so many pairs of marigolds been
pulled on, skips filled, classrooms
cleaned and furniture rearranged in
such a short period of time and by so
few! It was a genuine transformation
from building site to beautiful school
in 48 hours. Grand Designs has
nothing on us!
The eagle eyed amongst you will have
also noticed that the proposed
allotment area, adjacent to the Early
Years outdoor area, that was due to be
started and completed during the
summer, was not. It wasn’t for want of
trying but the building works thwarted
the allotment transformation which will
now occur over the next month. So

more exciting change to look out for in
the near future.
Mrs Nicholls wanted me to let you
know she is still missing everyone but
is making the most of her maternity
leave. She had a lovely time recently
using her Sessions vouchers that she
had been generously given when she
left. She was looking very manicured,
pampered and relaxed when I saw her
last.
As Mrs Nicholls will be returning at
Christmas from her leave, this term will
be my last at Woodmansey. It’s fair to
say (and pretty obvious to most
people) that I am loving being a
‘Woody’ and will endeavour to ensure
that I make the most of my time left at
the school. It genuinely is a very
special school; one lovely large family
that I genuinely feel part of.
Sarah Grainger
Acting Head of School
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VITAL MEETINGS FOR
PARENT/CARERS OF YEAR
2 and YEAR 6
Meeting for Y6 Parents:
Monday 7th October 2019
Meeting for Y2 Parents
Monday 14th October
2019
both at 5pm.
PARENTS HAVE FOUND
THESE MEETINGS

Parents/Carers of Year 2 and 6 children
will be aware that in 2020 the children

EXTREMELY USEFUL, AND
SOMEWHAT SURPRISING…

will be assessed against national
expectations. Parents/Carers are invited
to attend a meeting designed to explain

You will probably be
amazed by the expectations
which are placed on our

what to expect and how best pupils and
parents/carers can be prepared for
these important tests and assessments.
The Y6 tests will be taken in the week

children these days. It is
way above what was ever

commencing 11th May 2020.

expected in our Primary
School days.

Please note absence will NOT be
authorised for Y6 pupils in April or
May for any reason.

CLASS POST BOXES

Please label all
communications clearly
stating your child’s name and
purpose of any money
enclosed.
Each class has a post box. Children need
to place any letters, forms and labelled
envelopes with payments enclosed in
these boxes.
The boxes will be delivered each morning
with the register to the office.
Similarly the boxes will be delivered each
afternoon to the classes with letters to
families.
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CONSULTATION EVENINGS
Dates published in the Diary
Booking Forms will be sent out later this month. Both
nights will be in the week commencing 21st October
2019. I think this gives sufficient time for settling into
new classes while not leaving important issues too
long.
Remember parent/carers do not have to wait until
Consultation Evenings if they have a concern and may
seek to contact teachers at 3:15pm via the office or by
telephoning the school.
Consultation evenings will be on Monday 21st and
Wednesday 23rd October. Details will be sent out in
the next few weeks.
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Don’t Forget the Blog
A great way to see
what is going on at
school.
Just a reminder to Parent/Carers
that the school website is full of
useful information and links. These
are being expanded all the time.

Have you received a text
from the school this term?
If not please tell us

Remember most letters are not
sent home in hard copy. You will

published. In addition from the
Homepage is a link to our School
Blog. This is a fascinating
electronic diary with photographs
showing special events and
classroom activities in the school. It
forms a wonderful record of life at
Woodmansey. If you haven’t seen
it, I recommend you take a look, it
is well worth it.

receive a text alert when letters are

CLUBS
Extended opportunities
The Woodmansey club season will open on Monday 9th September. We’ve gone for a change this term with the sports
provided by First Steps, the company we use to provide first class PE clubs. The First Steps Clubs are as follows:
On Mondays this term, at 12.30-1.10pm will be a Key Stage 1 Multi Skills Club. All KS1 welcome!
On Mondays at 3.30-4.30pm there is Netball. Open to any Key Stage 2 child.
On Tuesdays at 3.30-4.30pm there is a Tag Rugby Club. Open to all Key Stage 2 children.
On Fridays at 3.30-4.30pm there is a new Zumba Club open to Key Stage 2 children.
Please remember that all the above clubs are FREE to attend, but parents must have completed the necessary permission
form in advance. The children received these before the summer but if anyone needs a new one please ask Mrs Scott at
the office.
Details of the Clubs that are (mostly) led by Woodmansey Staff are outlined below. All are free to attend apart from French
Club, there are more details at the end of the newsletter about this club if you are interested.
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

KS2 Recorder Club

12.30om with Ms Eastwood

KS2 Coding Club

12.30pm with Mrs Barber

Pupil Council
Gardening Club

12.00pm with Mrs Fisher
12.30pm with Mrs Owst

Construction Club

3.30 - 4.15pm with Mrs Kett

Choir

12.30pm with Mrs Fisher

KS1 Boomwhackers
Drama Club

12.30pm with Ms Eastwood
3.15-4.15pm with Mrs Fisher

Indoor Games Club

12.30pm with Miss Williamson.New Club!

Christian Craft Club

12.30pm Karen Eyre New Club!

French Club

12.30pm Dawn from Kidslingo

We are very excited about our new Thursday Club with Karen Eyre. It will be a mix of song, craft, stories and drama
with a biblical flair! Come and try it our from next week!
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BOOK BAGS ARE ESSENTIAL
We provide the rest.
More than ever it is imperative that children have a book bag. These are available from the school office
priced £4.50 or £7 for the stronger despatch bag (more suitable for older children).
Children need to keep their reading book in this bag at all times. Children will also need to keep
homework and letters to and from home in this bag also. Year 6 particularly need to ensure that they still
have a bag. This book bag needs to be seen as different to one which may hold other things. As before
children should not bring toys, sweets or even pencils, pencil cases or other stationery products to
school. We will provide everything they need.

WATER BOTTLES
Just a reminder
We made sure every child had a school water bottle today. We did not give one to a child if they already
had one, but a record is kept to ensure that every child will receive one free bottle during the school year
if their current bottle wears out or is lost.
Additional Replacement bottles are available from the office at a cost of £1.20 per bottle. Worn out caps
will be replaced for 50p. Whereas the drink contained should only be water; a SUGAR FREE juice drink is
allowed.

PACK UPS
No sweets reminder
Please may I remind parents that there is a NO SWEETS rule at school
including lollies and this applies to the lunch box. May I also suggest, for warm
days, parents include a frozen juice carton in the box. This will help keep food
fresh. Lunchtime drinks are to be kept separate from the class drinks bottle.

SWEETS & CAKES FOR BIRTHDAYS
A Reminder

Please can I remind parents and carers that sweets / buns etc for birthdays
should not be brought to school and will not be handed out by staff inside
the school grounds.
This policy was adopted as some parents felt pressured to provide sweets
and in some cases children were given sweets they are not able to eat.

AFTER BREAKFAST / AFTER SCHOOL CLUB PLEA
Can you help?
The Breakfast Club and After School Club are looking for dolls (of any kind from action figures to
Barbies, with or without their accessories!) to bolster the stock they have for children to play with at the
school clubs. If you have any dolls or action figures that are no longer needed or loved at home and
you’d like to donate them to the school, please bring them to the school office and they’ll be handed
to the Club staff.
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HARVEST FESTIVAL
A chance to give thanks

We will be holding two Harvest
Worships this year. The first will be a
worship in school on Monday 30th
September to celebrate Harvest. At
this time we will be asking, if you are
able, to send your child into school
with a tinned or dried item of food.
A tin of soup or bag of pasta would be
ideal if you are able. This will form a
visual basis for our thanks for the
harvest we so often take for granted.
These items will be sent to the Food
Bank for distribution a week later.

A BRILLIANT DAY OUT
Don’t miss the chance to get involved

Type to enter a caption.

Arguably the biggest sporting event in the UK in 2019 is now less
than three weeks away, and it’s starting here in Beverley!
You may be aware by now that for the very first time on 21st
September, the East Riding of Yorkshire will be hosting the
International Para-cycling race which will take place alongside
the UCI Road World Championships. The riders will start from four
different locations (including Beverley!) along the same route and
all finish in Harrogate. The race will comprise of four groups of
disabled riders (blind and visually impaired, people with cerebral
palsy, locomotor disabilities and hand-cyclists) with a total of 13
classifications for men and women.
In addition to the main event of the Para-Cycling International,
Beverley will be hosting its very own bike fest within Saturday
Market, which will see a variety of free, exciting and engaging
cycle based activities for the you to try out and take part in, as well
as food stalls and live entertainment in the afternoon. Prior to all
of that there will be a public mass parade cycle ride, which will
see people of all ages and abilities head out along the race route
on closed roads just before the athletes leave. Go along and join

At 11:00am on Monday 7th
October 2019 there will be a special
Harvest Worship at St Peter’s Church
led by Wendy Whales of Beverley
Minster. All are welcome to attend
and help us celebrate Harvest.
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in!
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HOLIDAYS IN TERM
TIME
A reminder of the
legal changes
announced in July
2013.
I must remind parents/carers of

the regulations regarding term
time absence from school. Until
July 2013, like many school’s
Woodmansey Primary School
operated a slightly more flexible
version of the East Riding of
Yorkshire Council’s policy on Term
Time Holidays. After then both
policies changed as a result of
new legislation. The school now
has no option but to follow the
Council’s policy which meets a
new statutory framework.
Basically the former procedure
where Head Teachers could
authorise up to ten days absence
in a year has been removed. Head
Teachers from 1st September
2013 have no further power to do
this. Had this been policy in
2012/2013 every application
except for one would have been
unauthorised.
It is no longer possible to
authorise holiday absence for
example because of employment
constraints, cost, to visit sporting
events, or to see Father Christmas
in Lapland.
There are a very few minor
exemptions but short of
bereavement or serious medical
condition it is practically
impossible to secure
authorisation. The increased fines
remain based on 5 days of
accumulated unauthorised
absence, per child, per parent. I
am legally bound to inform all
parent/carers that I am not in a
position to authorise any holiday
absence.
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The starting point
of the
government’s
policy is that
children do not
take time off in
term time.
Well published court cases have
not altered the policy of the East
Riding of Yorkshire LA

Parents can however do quite a
lot to avoid falling into the trap of
accumulating unauthorised
absence to the level of receiving a
fine. If in doubt please do not
hesitate to contact me before
making a booking.

Autumn Term 2019

Spring Term 2020

Summer Term 2020

Autumn Term 2020

Spring Term 2021

Summer Term 2021

In addition, please don’t ask the
children to keep a secret or
pretend they have been ill.
They just can’t resist telling
someone, usually the teacher,
where they have really been.

School opens

Wednesday 4th September 2019

School closes for half-term

Friday 25th October 2019

School opens

Monday 4th November 2019

School closes for Summer Holiday

Friday 20th December 2019

School opens

Tuesday 7th January 2020

School closes for half-term

Friday 14th February 2020

School opens

Monday 24th February 2020

School closes for Easter

Friday 3rd April 2020

School opens

Tuesday 21st April 2020

School closed for Bank Holiday

Friday 8th May 2020

School closes for half-term

Friday 22nd May 2020

School opens

Monday 1st June 2020

School closes for Summer Holiday

Friday 17th July 2020

School opens

Wednesday 9h September 2020

School closes for half-term

Friday 23rd October 2020

School opens

Monday 2nd November 2020

School closes for Summer Holiday

Friday 18h December 2020

School opens

Tuesday 5th January 2021

School closes for half-term

Friday 12th February 2021

School opens

Monday 22nd February 2021

School closes for Easter

Friday 26th March 2021

School opens

Tuesday 13th April 2021

School closed for Bank Holiday

Monday 3rd May 2021

School closes for half-term

Friday 28th May 2021

School opens

Monday 7th June 2021

School closes for Summer Holiday

Friday 23rd July 2021
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ISLAM
An introduction to our focus faith for the year ahead
Islam, a monotheistic religion, is the second most popular religion in
the world with over a billion followers. A Muslim is a follower of Islam.
The Arabic word 'Islam' means submission. This religion began about
600 years after Christianity. A man named Muhammad, born in 570 CE,
believed he was visited by the Archangel Gabriel (believed in
Christianity to have told Mary that Jesus was the son of God). Gabriel
told Muhammad the final message of God, which was written down in a
book called the Koran (also spelled Qur’an). The Koran is the Islamic
holy book. Muslims call God “Allah”--the Arabic word for god.
The prophet Muhammad is the founder of Islam, and Muslims believe he was the last prophet of Allah—it is
believed the first prophet was Adam (Adam and Eve). A prophet is someone who is believed to have
spoken to a God and then repeats God’s message. There were many prophets before Muhammad
including: Adam, Noah, Abraham, Job, Moses, John the Baptist, and Jesus. Islam began in modern-day
Saudi Arabia in a town called Mecca where Muhammad was born. Muslims do not think of Muhammad as
the founder of a new religion, but as the restorer of the original monotheistic faith of Abraham, Moses,
Jesus, and other prophets.
The Muslim place of worship is called a mosque. Very often mosques have a domed roof and at least one
tall tower called a minaret. Muslims are called to prayer from the minaret. There is also very little furniture
inside a mosque because Muslims use “prayer mats” to kneel on when they pray. When people go into the
mosque they take off their shoes. This is to keep it clean for prayer. Women do not usually pray in the same
place as men.
Jerusalem is the 3rd holiest city of Islam. Mecca is the most holy city and also contains the most holy
mosque. In the centre of the mosque is a cube-shaped building called the Kaaba (Ka'bah). All Muslims
face the direction of the Kaaba during prayer. Muslims are supposed to pray 5 times every day. The times
of prayer are closely related to the phases of the sun such as sun-up and sun-down. Muslims do not have
priests; they don’t believe they need a “middleman” between themselves and Allah (God). An Imam (imom) leads local prayer and takes care of the mosque. Muslims believe in Heaven and Hell.
There are 2 major denominations in Islam—Sunni (soon-ee) and Shi’a (she-ah). Almost 90% of Muslims are
Sunnis. The Shi’a split from the Sunnis in 632 CE when Muhammad died. They disagree about who should
lead Islam and how they should be chosen. However, all Muslims agree on several things. The month of
Ramadan is the most important holiday for all Muslims; it is a time of sacrifice in an attempt to connect with
Allah (God). Another very important part of Islam is the 5 Pillars of Islam—similar to the 10 Commandments
of Judaism and Christianity. These are 5 things required of all believers of Islam. They are:
1. Shahadah: a statement of belief in monotheism and accepting Muhammad as God's messenger.
2. Salah: the requirement to pray 5 times a day at dawn, noon, mid-afternoon, sunset, and night.
3. Zakat: is the practice of giving to charity; about 3 percent of an individual’s wealth.
4. Sawm: Muslims must abstain from food and drink from dawn to dusk during the month of Ramadan
5. Hajj: the expectation to make a pilgrimage to Mecca at least once in a lifetime if it can be afforded.
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Kidslingo French Club
**Spaces Available**
Dear parents,
There are currently spaces available at the Kidslingo French Club on a Friday lunchtime. This
club is available to children in all year groups.
At Kidslingo, we are dedicated to teaching French to children in a fun & interactive way. We use
stories, games, songs and drama to bring the language to life and inspire our learners.
We issue vocabulary sheets and worksheets to enable your child to continue their learning at
home if they wish. (There is no requirement to do any learning outside the classes, this is
completely optional)
To enrol your child, please follow the link below. Places will be allocated on a first come first
served basis.
Class details:
Day:
Time:
Cost:
Payment methods:

Friday
12.25pm (lunchtime)
£3.50 per session, payable half termly.
Direct Debit (Please select the full payment option, not monthly)
Please note that a new Direct Debit needs to be set up for each Half Term.
The money will not automatically be taken.

To register your child, please go to the following link & choose Woodmansey Primary School
as the venue:

www.clubenrolment.com/FrenchtasticDawn

Please note that once enrolled, you will receive a confirmation email from
admin@clubenrolment.com This email normally ends up in people’s junk mail folder, so please
check.
If you have any problems with registering or have any questions, please email me
at dawn@frenchtastic.co.uk
Kind regards,
Dawn McKie
Kidslingo Tutor
www.kidslingo.co.uk

Email: dawn@frenchtastic.co.uk
Tel: 07890 663 970
www.facebook.com/KidslingoDawnM
All of our tutors are fully trained, insured and hold enhanced DBS certificates.
This is a Kidslingo Franchise owned and operated under licence by Dawn McKie
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DIARY
PLEASE PIN THIS PAGE TO YOUR HOUSEHOLD
NOTICEBOARD
Please be aware that the further ahead into the future dates are, there is a chance
that events may have to move due to unforeseen circumstances. This does not apply
to school term dates.
Please find a brief outline of the next two months - the next newsletter will
contain a summary of the important dates for the whole school year.

September
Wed 3rd
Wed 18th

School reopens
SEN support meetings

October
Thurs 3rd
Thurs 3rd
Mon 7th
Mon 7th
Mon 14th
Fri 18th
Mon 21st
Mon 21st
Wed 23rd
Wed 23rd
Wed 23rd
Fri 25th

Governors’ Safeguarding, H&S, Premises meeting 5.30-6.60pm
Governors’ Finance and Personnel meeting 6.30-7.30pm
Harvest Festival worship at St Peters Church 11am. All welcome.
Yr 6 Parents meeting about SATs 5-6pm
Yr 2 Parents meeting about SATs 5-6pm
Whole school History Day (details in next newsletter)
Health Week
Consultation Evening 1
Consultation Evening 2
Yr 3/4 Rugby Tournament at Molescroft Primary School 9-12am
Yr 5/6 Rugby Tournament at Molescroft Primary School 1-3pm
School closes for half term

November
Mon 4th

School reopens

Yours sincerely,
Sarah Grainger
Acting Head of School
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