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MAY NEWS
This newsletter is
posted on the
website:
www.woodmansey
primary.school
From the website it
is possible to click
on the SCHOOL
BLOG which is an
online
photographic diary
of life at the school.

Missing our Woodmansey family

Dear Parents, Carers, Governors, Friends, Staff and Pupils,
I am struggling to believe May
is here, a month which is
usually such a busy month in
the school calendar. In usual
times May provides a period of
transition for our Year 6 who
would be completing their end
of key stage 2 assessments
and beginning preparations for
secondary school, but also a
time where we find out which
families are to join our
Woodmansey school family in
September. As much as the
month of May won’t be able to
deliver the normal rhythm which
we have grown used to, I do
hope you have found your own
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rhythm as a family during this
period of closure.
Thank you also for the
comments myself and my team
have received about the
message video we sent out to
you and for the first virtual
celebration worship. We really
do miss you all, although I have
realised the longer the closure
period lasts, the more creative I
will have to be on my videos
with my hair style - my roots will
be giving me away very soon!

hope it reassured some families
who were struggling to juggle
school work, their own work,
childcare plus the everyday
battles which as parents we
deal with. Remember, the
priority is to keep safe at home
but please do keep in touch
with the class teachers, we
want to know you are ok, so if
you haven’t done so please
drop them an email and if there
is anything we can do to help,
we will.
I hope to see you very soon,

I also emailed out a letter to
you all about home learning, I

Mrs Nicholls
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Showbie
Thank you for your enthusiasm in using ‘Showbie’ an online
classroom app. The teachers have been really impressed at how it
has started being used. The class teacher will set one ‘assignment’
for the children to complete if possible, this piece of work is received
by the teacher once it has been uploaded and comments, questions
and discussions can be had. We hope this is another way you and
your child can feel connected to the staff at the school.

Achievements

garden? Have they
Having this unplanned mastered the art of
tying their shoe laces?
time at home has
We want to hear about
presented its
challenges I am sure, this news too!
but we also want to
hear about ‘non
academic’ successes.
Have your children
learned how to ride a
bike without stabilisers
by cycling round your

Contacting the School
During the school closure please use the following email as the main form
of communication:
woodmansey.primary@eastriding.gov.uk
If the query is urgent then please contact the Molescroft Primary School office
(01482 861762) which is manned Mon-Fri 8am-4pm.

It is so important to keep in touch

I know it is even harder to get everything you need to
be done achieved every day, but please if you
haven’t been in touch with the class teacher or myself
for a while, please do email us. Or if a phone call is
needed please email first and I will arrange to contact
you by phone. You may have not much to say but
keeping the lines of communication open at this time
is so important.
I have spoken to many families since the closure
and they have been able to ask me questions about
activities or advice about maintaining routines. It also
gives me the opportunity to check you are doing ok
too!
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75 years since V.E. DAY
Celebrating 75 years of friendship in Europe
Next week we will be launching a special project to celebrate 75 years since the end of WW2. Parents
will note that this was originally planned for the Easter Break. However we are now able to launch
over the coming weeks. All the instructions will be delivered directly to your home, either by hand or if
you are more distant, by mail. But more details will be provided to you next week.
Clearly the events planned across Europe and in school are now severely curtailed. However the
assembly on 8th May will be a VE Day special and I think it is important that as a family we note the
following. The sacrifice of an entire generation to defeat the evil of fascism across Europe. This of
course has astonishing resonance with what is being asked of all of us today, although in a far shorter
and far lesser way. The second aspect I believe we should focus on also has resonance with today;
that by showing national solidarity and support, terrible things do come to an end and life does return
to normal. This is demonstrated by the fact that the ideologies which drove the nations of Europe
apart, were defeated enabling the peoples of Europe to cooperate in partnership and friendship for 75
years. COVID 19 or not, that is still worth celebrating and pledging anew to maintain, for the future of
all our pupils.
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A reminder of the
message of the
reassurance.
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Welcome to the Summer Term; not as
any of us could have ever imagined!
I sense a new dawn of reality has swept
across the community. The first two
weeks of lockdown were strange as we
all came to terms with the bizarreness
of the situation. We all had our
disasters, our successes and faced the
sudden realisation of life without a
hairdresser. Then came the Easter
Holiday, the pressure of Home
Schooling was reduced and the good
weather helped to lift spirts.
So here we are now, definitely looking
at another three weeks of a full
lockdown and every likelihood that it is
going to be even longer before schools
open in anything like normal
circumstances. The realisation for
children and parents is that this “partial
adventure” into a new world is actually
here to stay for a while. For some of
you and some of the children this will be
a stressful thought.
Clearly I nor anybody else can wave the
wand and make it go away, but maybe I
can put to rest some concerns.
Let me summarise some of the possible
concerns out there.
•I cannot get my child to do the
work.
•I do not understand the Maths, or
what a fronted adverbial is.
•I am letting my child down.
•Everyone else is a better teacher.
•My child is going to get behind.
•My child will be at a disadvantage
when school reopens.
•This is going to be the reason why
my son does not go to university
and ends up jobless in 2030.
None of the above are worth
worrying about.
Firstly do not engage in battles over
school work. Yes, we want you to
encourage your children to do the work
and to support where you can, but this
is between the teacher and pupil. You
can contact the teacher for support and
further explanation. It is also possible
for teachers to engage directly with a
pupil via various means. All you have to
do is email the teacher for support. If
your child is actually refusing to work,
just tell the teacher, we have a few
magic wands still in our armoury.
Regarding the Maths, we know every
generation thinks that Maths has
changed since the previous one. Your
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methods will probably be different to the
children's. But Maths is still the same
subject; numbers haven’t changed for
1000’s of years. Play dumb! Get your
child to explain it to you; they like being
the teacher, and if you need to, email
the teacher for further advice.
You have one main priority and one
only; that is to keep your family safe.
That comes over and above everything
else. Keeping a sense of positivity in
the home is going to help your child far
more in the long term than completing
an extra comprehension activity.
Remember, through this our children
and indeed all of us will have a new
sense of perspective and possibly a
reassessment of what the word “priority”
actually means. That is going to serve
our children well in the future.
Do not think you are doing it worse than
anyone else. You are not. Some
families will have timetables on their
fridges all set in motion and working
beautifully, others will have a chat at
bedtime to agree the schedule for the
next day. Others will take it step by step
taking into account the mood of the
moment. All of these and all scenarios
in between are equally valuable.
It is impossible to replicate school in the
home. Believe me, many teachers out
there are also finding it difficult to “teach”
their children at home. Your child’s
teacher may have the persona of a god
or goddess at your dinner table, but
believe me they don’t in their own
homes. What I am trying to say is that
they do understand what it’s like.
Your child will definitely not be
disadvantaged by a lesson missed or
something mis-taught. The curriculum
spirals round and each year we build on
the understanding of the children.
Every year children have forgotten
things and we need to go back a step to
move forward two. That is normal and it
will be exactly the same when we return
to normality.
The following advice has just been
published by the Department for
Education, which parents/carers may
also like to look at.
https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/covid-19-guidance-onsupporting-children-and-young-peoplesmental-health-and-wellbeing?
utm_source=fa3d37ff-b04e-4a75b247-6fc3a89d94b0&utm_medium=ema
il&utm_campaign=govuknotifications&utm_content=immediate

Doing school work at home is
however an opportunity for children
to keep their minds alert and
engaged. It is to keep them
interested. We are sending a lot of
work, but let the child have a say in
what they want to cover. And if your
daughter is suddenly transfixed by
the sight of Venus in the night sky
and wants to research and read all
about distant stars and planets, then
good. Maybe she will become an
astrophysicist and will be the next
Brian Cox, after attending university
in 2030.
Take great care and keep safe.
With love to all our
Woodmansey Families

Don’t forget in addition to
the weekly Home
Learning Packs there is
a great page with links to
on line learning on our
website:
https://
woodmanseyprimary.sch
ool/learning-online/
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Meet our new Woodmansey Family member:
Mr Philip Taylor

Mr Taylor has recently been appointed as our
new school caretaker and crossing patrol
following Mr Pang’s retirement at the end of
March. We are really looking forward to
introducing you soon but in the meantime
here is what he has to say…

Hello! My name is Philip Taylor and I am the new caretaker at Woodmansey Primary School.
I was born, and grew up in Hull and after leaving school I shortly worked as a School
Laboratory Assistant at a secondary school in the city, a job that I very much enjoyed, but my
career path took another direction in the end. After 28 years in retail I felt it was time for a
change - I always wanted to return to working at a school, which is why I am really pleased that
I am now joining your fabulous primary school and the team at Woodmansey as caretaker. My
experience in a busy retail environment, both as part of warehouse operations and in customer
facing roles, enables me to work in a physically demanding environment, with Health & Safety
at the forefront of my mind, while being friendly and approachable and always having a smile
on my face.
Being the School Crossing Patrol will be something completely new to me and I am keen to get
started (although it’s also a bit scary, I must admit). I look forward to playing my part in ensuring
that the school continues to be a special and safe place for all the children to learn and play.
I am married with a daughter at primary school age and we live in Beverley, so I am just round
the corner from Woodmansey School. When I am not at work I enjoy spending time with my
family and friends, playing taxi driver conveying my daughter to all her extra-curricular activities
and exploring Britain’s historic past through our English Heritage membership. I am also an
enthusiastic sports fan (although I prefer watching rather than playing sports myself!), with a
particular interest in supporting my favourite football club.
I am very much looking forward to meeting you all once normal life at school resumes!
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DIARY
PLEASE PIN THIS PAGE TO YOUR HOUSEHOLD NOTICEBOARD
Please be aware that the further ahead into the future dates are, there is a chance that events may
have to move due to unforeseen circumstances.

May - ALL SUBJECT TO SCHOOLS BEING FULLY REOPENED
Thurs 7th
Fri 8th
Mon 11th
Tues 19th
Thurs 21st
Fri 22nd

June

Curriculum, Quality Assurance and Standards Governor SubCommittee Meeting 5.30pm
VE Day MAY Bank Holiday
Year 6 SATS Week - Cancelled
Year 6 Residential Visit to York - Postponed
Year 6 Return (pm)
Half Term

ALL SUBJECT TO SCHOOLS BEING FULLY REOPENED

Mo 1st
Tu 2nd
Thurs 11th
We 17th
We 17th
Su 21st
Mo 22nd
Fri 26th

School Reopens
Coronation Day 65 Years ago today
Full Governing Body Meeting 5.30pm now via Microsoft Teams
9am – 12 noon Y3/Y4 EURO FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT
1pm to 3:30pm Y5/Y6 EURO FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT
Fathers Day
Reports Published this week year group at a time
Woodmansey Sports Day

Yours sincerely,
Mrs. Bethan Nicholls
Head of School
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