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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

This newsletter is
posted on the
website:
www.woodmanse
yprimary.school
From the website
it is possible to
click on the
SCHOOL BLOG
which is an online
photographic
diary of life at the
school.
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Thailand, the land of smiles.

Dear Parents, Carers, Governors, Friends, Staff and Pupils
Since 2018 Woodmansey CE
Primary School, with Molescroft
Primary School, has held a unique
International Festival bringing
together our Arts, English and
Geography Curriculum in a two
week inspirational and motivational
event for our pupils. Since the birth
of the International Fortnight,
we’ve explored the European
Union, the Caribbean and last year
Italy. This afternoon I was delighted
to announce that this year we are
focussing on Thailand. I must at
this point pass on my grateful
thanks to Mr. Williams at Molescroft
and Mrs Fisher at Woodmansey
who have been inspiring the
organising committee (D.I.E.D.R.E)
since September to prepare for
three weeks of cultural and artistic
celebration.
All classes will be looking at the full
country but then each class will
investigate di erent regions as
appropriate. This will include
considering the human and
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physical geographical as well as
the art and culture, ora and fauna
of this country.
Normally we hold the event in
February, but we delayed to 8th
March in the hope that all our
children will return and what a
wonderful welcome back it will be
for our pupils on Monday to return
to the preparations of the fortnight.
Each year group will engage in a
major art project.
All children will get the chance to
focus on speci c arts and cultural
aspects including music
workshops, playing together
authentic instruments, to create
Traditional Thai Piphat music. There
will be a Geography Workshop for
every class led by Mr. Williams from
Molescroft.
The sad thing of course is that we
cannot have our traditional Festival
afternoon and invite all our parents/
carers for what is one of the
highlights of the year. We are

however giving our children a
special Festival on Friday 26th
March 2021.
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More on THAILAND
Continued from page 1.

Buddhism and how key points in the
calendar are celebrated

Each class will have a cooking
experience making their own Thai
Green Curry.

For the special Festival Day the
pupils will have made traditional
Thai masks, for the Phi Ta Khon
(Ghost Mask Festival).

Each class will also enjoy creating
their own traditional Thai dance.
FY: Ram Nora Tam Bot
Year 1/2: Fawn Marn Gumm Ver
Year 3/4: Fawn Leb
Year 5/6: Fawn Tian
As always, culturally linked art
projects will provide a major focus.
They are as follows:
FY: Thai temple wall art (mosaic)
Year 1/2 - The March of the
Elephant (Recycled Materials)
Year 3/4 - Small scale withies
sculptures based on the royal
elephant, Bekhpo
Year 5/6 - Thai inspired Digital Ar
The children will also spend time
looking at the similarities and
differences of Christianity and

Reminder letters
have been sent out
by the Local
Authority - don’t
delay!
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Although we cannot host the special
afternoon, the Festival Day will
have a passport and each class will
select their choice of cultural
activities to enjoy. The children will
then be able to bring the passport
home to continue their journey
through Thailand at home.
Highlights of the Festival Day will
include:
• Shadow Puppet Theatre
• Fresh Thai Rolls
• Sepak takraw - often seen as the
national sport of Thailand.
• Lantern Boats
• Prayer Flags
• Calligraphy
• Sand Stupas
• Kite Flying
• Thai Tea Party

All activities will be Covid
Secure and resources
cleaned between use.

YOUR HELP
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A small parental
contribution request
As parents know, these events
are not cheap to organise and
are significantly subsidised. In
these days of restricted school
budgets the fact that we are still
able to put together this package
is quite remarkable and of
course is only possible because
of the support of parents.
Normally I appeal to parents to
contribute £5 per child to the
event. As we are unable to run
the full evening event, I hope
parents will be able to
contribute £2.50 per child
towards the resources
purchased for the fortnight.

I will be grateful if the
payment can be made
directly on line at
School Money.
I want to assure all parents that the
other areas of the curriculum, such
as Maths or English are not
abandoned for the fortnight. We
contract the curriculum in terms of
hours per curriculum units. English
and maths continue regardless, but
of course the inspiration of such
events must not be underestimated.
What we do is emphasise some of
the other subjects, but using the
hours we have already contracted

to them. So there will be a lot of art,
music and geography in these
weeks, but over a year the balance
is redressed. We certainly won’t be
abandoning the core curriculum on
the days when we return to school
after the lockdown, but our pupils
deserve to still enjoy the broad and
rich curriculum, delivered in a Covid
Secure manner. There are no two
weeks alike, this is why our pupils
are so engaged and enjoy their
education.
I am sure that the children are going
to have a thrilling time and will enjoy
sharing with you the sights, sounds
and colour of Thailand over the
fortnight from the 15th March.

Thank you for your support,
without it we cannot
continue to o er these
amazing extra activities and
events.
Together we make a
di erence.

WHAT TO WEAR
ON 26th MARCH
2021.
In Asia, yellow is the colour
most commonly associated with
royalty. The days of the week in
Thai are named after 'god'
planets and each are associated
with a speci c color. Thais
believe that wearing the colour
of the day brings good luck.
Yellow in Buddhist tradition
represents Monday. Both King
Vajiralongkorn and his late father
were born on a Monday, which is
why locals wear yellow to show
their support for the monarchy.
Traditionally we suggest an out t
to wear for the Festival. This
year as it is in honour of King
Vajiralongkorn we are inviting the
children to wear something
yellow. The children may treat
the festival day as a non uniform
day BUT must include
something yellow. This can be
anything between a full out t , a
yellow school polo shirt or just a
headscarf.

M.A. Loncaster
Executive Head Teacher

B. Nicholls
Head of School

WHERE ARE THE
CHILDREN
FOCUSSING

Yellow is the Royal colour of
Thailand as both the current
monarch and his father were
born on a Monday.
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Year 1/2: East
The children in the
Nursery and
Year 3/4: North
Foundation Year will Year 5/6: South
maintain the focus
across the entire
region. Other year
groups will go on to
look at one region in
detail.

