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SEPTEMBER  NEWS

This newsletter is 
posted on the 

website: 
www.woodmanseyp

rimary.school 

From the website it 
is possible to click on 

the SCHOOL BLOG 
which is an online 
photographic diary 
of life at the school. 
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Goodbye Yellow Brick Road! 
Dear Parents, Carers, Governors, Friends, Staff and Pupils

Sorry I couldn’t resist the 
opportunity to use the obvious 

musical reference!

A warm welcome to those starting at 
Woodmansey CE Primary School for 
the first time in various year groups 
including our new starters in the 
Foundation Year.  You are now 
officially a member of our family, and 
we couldn’t be happier to have you 
with us.

I imagine many children and staff will 
have a mixture of excitement and 
nervousness about the next few 
days, but I am also confident that we 
will all feel happy and confident once 
we have all crossed the threshold 
and realise that Woodmansey CE 
Primary School is back and full of life 
and learning and of course, smiles!

As always I am indebted to Mr. 
Taylor who has, as always, 
transformed our school into a shiny 
new pin over the holidays.  He often 

has some mammoth tasks to 
undertake but is so committed to 
making sure the school looks as 
good as it can do for the children’s 
return. You can practically see your 
own reflection in our shiny hall floor! 

We are looking forward to a brighter 
future and a return to more normality 
as the vaccines have been rolled 
out.  However the reality for the 
autumn term is that the “new normal” 
is still going to be a challenging 
environment for schools.

Not wishing to open in a gloomy 
manner, but as I indicated in my 
letter last week, Covid has not gone 
away.

The context in which we are 
operating is not what was 
expected when we broke up for 
the holiday.

Cases in the East Riding are very 
high, higher than in January 2021.

East Riding Public Health is 
expecting a surge in cases in the 
0-15 age group and this has been 
seen in Scotland where schools 
returned in August.
Cases in double vaccinated adults 
are increasing, though the protection 
from hospitalisation remains at 
around 96%.

Against this back drop life in the 
community is as near to normal as it 
has been for over 18 months.  
Schools too are to respond very 
differently to cases and to facilitate 
as near a normal experience as 
possible.  This however is with a 
community of around 120 people of 
which around 94 will not be 
vaccinated. 

Over the page I attempt to 
explain how this will be 
managed what to expect and 
how to prepare for the 
unexpected.

http://www.woodmanseyprimary.school
http://www.woodmanseyprimary.school
https://woodmanseyprimary.school/blog/


2

W
O

O
DM

AN
SE

Y 
CE

  P
RI

M
AR

Y 
SC

HO
O

L 
NE

W
SL

ET
TE

R WHAT IS GOING TO 
HAPPEN WHEN CASES 
OF COVID 19 ARE 
IDENTIFIED. 
Vital Information 
It is now to be expected that there 
will be regular cases of COVID in 
school.  Letters are no longer to be 
sent to parents when a case is 
confirmed as it is to be presumed 
that cases will be the norm. 

It is vital therefore that any child 
displaying symptoms is not in 
school and is taken for a PCR Test. 
If a member of the family is infected 
pupils should also be taken for a 
PCR Test BUT and this is the 
first big difference, if the 
pupil is negative the child may 
return to school on the 
understanding that a Lateral Flow 
Test will be taken each day for 10 
days.

The second big 
difference is that from now on 
should a child test positive, there 
will not be a closure of a bubble.  
This will now be under the direct 
control of Public Health England.  
However, it could take up to seven 
days for this to be actioned.  As a 
consequence we shall report to the 
Local Authority at the end of each 
day if there has been a case(s). 

The third big change is that 
anyone identified as a contact who 
is double vaccinated does not have 
to self isolate The same applies to 
children.  Those identified however 
are to take a PCR test.
On receipt of a negative result the 
identified person can return to 
school.

The result is that the likelihood of 
incidence in school is higher than 
ever before, but amongst the 
children rather than the staff.

This however enables staff to be 
able to work together across class 
groups in a flexible manner 
conducive to the effective operation 
of the whole school team. 
Whereas in line with society in 
general we shall as adults be 

operating in a more normal 
manner, but the essential aspects 
of hygiene and protocols designed 
to prevent transmission in school 
need to remain and will be 
maintained.

Good ventilation and hand hygiene 
are seen as the two most important 
factors in preventing transmission.
We can take comfort that 
throughout the pandemic there has 
not been a single case of 
transmission in the school our 
protocols and your support has 
achieved this.  By maintaining key 
procedures, we are best placed to 
ensure that this remains the case. 

As I indicated in previous letters, I 
would like parents/carers to know 
that the overriding priority is the 
care of all our school community.  
We also recognise that schools are 
a fundamental cog in the ability of 
society to get back to normal.  It is 
therefore my duty to do all I can to 
support that.  I will not however 
hesitate to cancel, delay, postpone 
or reverse provision if I believe the 
risks cannot be managed.  I also 
reiterate the following. We must 
recognise that we are all in a 
process of returning to a new 
normal.  We are managing the 
running of the school in light of a 
very different world to the one we 
left in July.  Initially, this is a 
reflection of the apparent reduction 
in the risk of hospitalisation or 
worse, but not a reduced risk of 
infection. All of us for the time 
being, need to manage our lives, 
families and work within the context 
of the virus.  Everyone, every day 
will have to risk assess his or her 
own practices in our own lives to 
protect ourselves and our loved 
ones.  This is the new reality and 
will remain so for some time.  This 
is what is called “living with Covid”. 

The greatest strength we all have, 
is to manage our own risk and that 
of our families and children.  We 
manage that by the way in which 
we reduce every risk whenever we 
go for a walk, a cycle ride or visit a 
shop or hospitality location.  We 
manage that by our own hygiene 
practices at home, in the street, in 
the shop, in school.  We manage it 

by the way we will strictly follow our 
plans in school. 

What specifically should parents 
and carers be prepared for?

Parents/Carers need to have an 
action plan for child care should 
their child test positive.  In addition 
there is every likelihood that there 
will unexpected days when your 
child will be required to be absent in 
order to take a PCR test.

The sincere hope is that the 
disruptive closing of whole classes 
is a thing of the past.
Although not government policy for 
primary aged pupils, I have been 
asked about our pupils taking a 
Lateral Flow Test twice a week.  I 
personally think this could be a 
major help in reducing the spread of 
the virus in school and therefore the 
inconvenience on family life and 
disruption to education for our 
children. 

Worst case scenario:
Five pupils or 10% of the cohort 
testing positive will prompt an 
Outbreak Management Plan which 
could lead to a return to stricter 
controls in school for 14 or even 28 
days.  A mobile testing unit may be 
even deployed to the school.  This 
could potentially lead to a class or 
year group having to isolate and 
returning to home learning.

I am sure everyone of us would 
want to do anything in our power 
to avoid this scenario again.

KEY PROCEDURES being 
maintained.
Hand gel use
Hand washing
Cleaning protocols
Additional housekeeping 
cleaning - mid morning and 
mid afternoon.
Use of toilet protocols
Corridor systems to avoid 
large groups passing
Good ventilation
Internal doors remain open 
with the electric door closers 
in case of fire.  
Isolation of symptomatic 
individuals.
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UPS 
A reminder of the 
information sent last 
week. 
We would be grateful if parents 
could continue to use the one way 
system. It will keep the momentum 
and direction and will allow us to 
see parents arriving and leaving 
more clearly.

Children should enter directly 
into school from 8:40am as they 
arrive. The playground doors will 
open 8.40am prompt. Children can 
come into school straight away via 
the nearest door to the classroom 
from the playground.  It is expected 
a member of staff will be on the FY, 
Y1/2, and KS2 entrances to take 
messages, though parents have 
become accustomed to emailing 
staff before 8am and if it is of vital 
importance, phoning the school 
office.  Remember a teacher may 
not be in school on a specific day.

Pick up arrangements are all to 
be at 3:30pm.  Children will exit via 
the same door they entered 
through in the morning. See the 
school map for clarification. 

The stars are now not in use, 
although perhaps out of habit you 
may find yourself still finding a star 
to stand on!

There is no longer an expectation 
to keep your distance on the yellow 
brick line and there is no 
requirement to wear face coverings 
outside, unless of course this is 
your preference.

If a parent is late for pick up, 
children will be taken to the school 
office.  If a parent is late for drop 
off, similarly parents must take 
children to the school office.  Note 
visiting adults are still requested to 
wear a face covering if entering the 
foyer and use hand sanitiser, 
similarly if a parent is collecting a 
child during school hours.

The school crossing patrol will 
return to the normal times. 
Mr Taylor will be on crossing patrol 
from 8.30am -  9am and 3.20pm - 
3.45pm. 
The car park will be locked at 
8.25am and 3.20pm and will reopen 
once it is safe to do so and all 
children/parents have left the site 
after the main collection/drop off 
times. REMINDER: The car park 
remains only for those with a blue 
disability badge and for staff. 

The Breakfast Club remains 
largely in the hall.  The Breakfast 
Club sessions run 8am to 8:40am to 
accommodate all parental needs.  
There is however a hall capacity. 
Should we reach this capacity, then 
an overflow classroom will also be 
used. Drop off and collection for the 
Breakfast Club and After-School 
Club is via the playground. Please 
notify staff by using the doorbell 

near to the Y3/4 door. All windows 
will be open maintaining good 
ventilation in the hall.
The After School Club runs to the 
times of 3:30pm to 5:00pm.  The 
children will be organised in the hall 
in the same way as breakfast club. 
Again, should numbers increase, or 
not allow for adequate ventilation 
then an over-flow classroom will be 
used.

Look to the future with 
confidence. 

Take responsibilities 
seriously. 

Trust in those who care 
for us. 

Take care for our 
mental well-being. 

See the world as it 
could be. 

The secret to 
keeping us all 
safe, is in our 

hands. 
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CLUBS: What’s on at Woodmansey 
FROM THE WEEK COMMENCING: Monday 13th September 2021 DEPENDENT ON 
GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS AT THE TIME. 

PARKING GOOD 
BEHAVIOUR 
Restrictions apply, virus 
or no virus, sun or rain. 

I wish to remind drivers not to park 
or drop off in front of the school 
gates or to stop or park within the 
yellow zig-zag lines. This can 
dangerously mix vehicles with 
children entering or leaving the 
school.  It is also vital that parents 
do not block or obstruct Mr. Taylor’s 
view by parking, when he is on the 
crossing patrol.

Good habits had been made and 
you have all been so 
understanding, particularly as the 
school is not situated in an ideal 
location for parking.

However, it only needs one car to 
cause a disruption.  As we 
reintegrate all children back into 
school, please can I ask all parents 
to remind others e.g. grandparents 
of the parking expectations.  

Please remember that all these 
measures are designed to protect 
your children.  A zero tolerance to 
infringement ensures that we keep 
the area safe.  Turning a blind eye 
only ends up with the situations we 
see often on the news at other 
schools across the country.

In the current circumstances I would 
prefer not to have to personally 
discuss issues with drivers. 

I am sure everyone understands 
that those crossing must keep 
moving swiftly and at a suitable 
distance.  I also remind everyone 
not to cross behind him. It is 
actually quite a complex crossing 
and is hindered by those crossing 
behind the crossing patrol officer.

The need to park 
properly is just as 
important in wet 

weather as it is on a 
sunny day.

Day Club Time Open to… Led by…

Monday Gymnastics 3.30pm - 4.30pm Years 1 & 2 First Step Sports

Tuesday Musical Boom Whackers   12.30 - 1.00pm  FY & Years 1/2 Ms. Eastwood

Football 3.30pm - 4.30pm Years 3-6 First Step Sports

Wednesday Irish Dancing 3.30pm - 4.30pm Years 3-6 Mr. McEntegart

Thursday Book Café* 3.30pm - 4.30pm Years 2-6 Mrs. Kett

*information to follow with a different start date

Friday Basketball 12.30 - 1.10pm Years 3-6 Mr. McEntegart

Gymnastics 3.30pm - 4.30pm Years 3-6 First Step Sports

Please contact the school office if your child wishes to join any of the clubs on offer at Woodmansey.

WE STILL PROVIDE AN OUTSTANDING RANGE OF CLUBS.  PLEASE 
ENCOURAGE YOUR CHILDREN TO MAKE THE MOST OF WHAT WE OFFER. 
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BIRTHDAYS 
A Reminder 

Please can I remind parents and 
carers that sweets / buns etc for 
birthdays should not be brought to 
school and will not be handed out by 
staff inside the school grounds.

This policy was adopted as parents 
felt pressured to provide sweets and 
in some cases children were given 
sweets they are not able to eat. 

Crofty’s Restaurant 
Discounts to help you 
balance the budget 
You will now know that 
Woodmansey is to have their 
school meals provided by 
‘Crofty’s Restaurant at 
Molescroft Primary. It made 
more sense to keep the 
relationship between two 
schools rather than three and as 
our curriculum is very similar, we 
will be able to partake in special 
themed lunches, linked to 
highlights in our school year. I 
would like to thank the staff at St 
Nicholas Primary for being so 
accommodating over the years.  

I’d also like to thank the Molescroft 
cook, Mrs. Hunsley, and her team 
for preparing to take on our 
numbers and ensuring a seamless 
transition. The good news is that 
the children are to return to eating 
together in the dining hall and to a 
full menu option including hot menu, 
vegetarian options, salad with 

wraps and the Jacket Potato 
options. 

Children in the Foundation Year and 
KS1 all receive free meals.  The 
price for KS2 Meals remains at 
£2.60 per meal. However to 
support parents our discount price 
for 5 meals in one week will be 
maintained. So if a child takes five 
consecutive meals within one week 
i.e. Monday to Friday, the cost for 
a week’s dinners will be £11.  I 
hope this continues to be a help to 
parents. 

If a week has less than five days 
such as the first week, each meal 
will cost £2.60 but in weeks of 4 
days we will do a special 4 days for 
£7.80.  This includes weeks when 
we take children out on a visit. In 
summary, by taking 5 meals in one 

week, the fifth meal is free (or the 
fourth in a four day week). 

Anyone wishing to know the 
details of any allergens in any of 
our meals provided can get the 
information from the Molescroft 

school kitchen.  Please telephone 
the normal school number 01482 
861762 in order to be transferred. 

A Special Meeting for 
Parents/Carers of the 
Foundation Stage 

Advance warning that FY Parents/
carers will be invited to a meeting 
explaining how we go about teaching 
phonics and number in school.  It will 
give tips on how to help at home and 
what to expect from the school. There 
will also be a brief introduction to 
some of the changes happening 
within the EYFS curriculum. 


Please keep a look out for an email 
from Ms. Eastwood who will provide 
dates and times for the sessions.


Attendees are requested to wear a 
face covering until seated.


Don’t Forget the Blog 
A great way to see what 
is going on at school. 
Just a reminder to Parent/Carers 
that the school website is full of 
useful information and links.  These 
are being expanded all the time.  
Remember most letters  are not 
sent home in hard copy.  You will 
receive a text alert when letters are 
published. In addition from the 
Homepage is a link to our School 
Blog.  This is a fascinating 
electronic diary with photographs 

showing special events and 
classroom activities in the school. It 
forms a wonderful record of life at 
Woodmansey CE Primary School.  
If you haven’t seen it, I recommend 
you take a look, it is well worth it.   

If you haven’t received a text from 
the school by the end of this week it 
means that your mobile phone 
number has not been registered on 
our system.  Please let us know 
urgently.Have you received a text 

from the school this week? 
If not please tell us. 



BUDDHISM 
An introduction to our focus faith 
for the year ahead 
Buddhism is a spiritual tradition that focuses on 
personal spiritual development and the 
attainment of a deep insight into the true nature 
of life. There are 470 million followers 
worldwide. 
Buddhists seek to reach a state of nirvana, 
following the path of the Buddha, Siddhartha 
Gautama, who went on a quest for 
Enlightenment around the sixth century BC. 
There is no belief in a personal god. Buddhists 
believe that nothing is fixed or permanent and 
that change is always possible. The path to 
Enlightenment is through the practice and 
development of morality, meditation and wisdom. 
Buddhists believe that life is both endless and subject to impermanence, suffering and uncertainty. These 
states are called the tilakhana, or the three signs of existence. Existence is endless because individuals are 
reincarnated over and over again, experiencing suffering throughout many lives. 
It is impermanent because no state, good or bad, lasts forever. Our mistaken belief that things can last is a 
chief cause of suffering. 
The history of Buddhism is the story of one man's spiritual journey to enlightenment, and of the 
teachings and ways of living that developed from it. 
The Buddha 
Siddhartha Gautama, the Buddha, was born into a royal family in present-day Nepal over 2500 years ago. 
He lived a life of privilege and luxury until one day he left the royal enclosure and encountered for the first 
time, an old man, a sick man, and a corpse. Disturbed by this he became a monk before adopting the harsh 
poverty of Indian asceticism. Neither path satisfied him and he decided to pursue the ‘Middle Way’ - a life 
without luxury but also without poverty. 
Buddhists believe that one day, seated beneath the Bodhi tree (the tree of awakening), Siddhartha became 
deeply absorbed in meditation and reflected on his experience of life until he became enlightened. 
By finding the path to enlightenment, Siddhartha was led from the pain of suffering and rebirth towards the 
path of enlightenment and became known as the Buddha or 'awakened one'. 
Schools of Buddhism 
There are numerous different schools or sects of Buddhism. The two largest are Theravada Buddhism, 
which is most popular in Sri Lanka, Cambodia, Thailand, Laos and Myanmar, and Mahayana Buddhism, 
which is strongest in Tibet, China, Taiwan, Japan, Korea, and Mongolia. 
The majority of Buddhist sects do not seek to proselytise (preach and convert), with the notable exception 
of Nichiren Buddhism. 
All schools of Buddhism seek to aid followers on a path of enlightenment. 
Key facts 

• Buddhism is 2,500 years old 
• There are currently 470 million followers worldwide 
• There are over 150,000 Buddhists in Britain 
• Buddhism arose as a result of Siddhartha Gautama's quest for Enlightenment in around the 6th 

Century BC 
• There is no belief in a personal God. It is not centred on the relationship between humanity and God 
• Buddhists believe that nothing is fixed or permanent - change is always possible 
• The two main Buddhist sects are Theravada Buddhism and Mahayana Buddhism, but there are 

many more 
• Buddhists can worship both at home or at a temple 
• The path to Enlightenment is through the practice and development of morality, meditation and 

wisdom. 
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/history/history.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/subdivisions/theravada_1.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/subdivisions/mahayana.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/subdivisions/nichiren_1.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/history/history.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/history/britishbuddhism_1.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/history/history.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/subdivisions/theravada_1.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/subdivisions/mahayana.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/customs/worship_1.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/customs/meditation_1.shtml
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VITAL MEETINGS FOR 
PARENT/CARERS OF 
YEAR 2 and YEAR 6 
Meeting for Y6 
Parents: Tuesday 21st 
September 2021 
Meeting for Y2 
Parents: Tuesday 5th 
October 2021  
5.30pm - 6.30pm
Parents and Carers are asked to 
wear a face covering until 
seated. 

Parents/Carers of Year 2 and 6 
children will be aware that in 2021 
the children will be assessed 
against national expectations.  
Parents/Carers are invited to 
attend a meeting designed to 
explain what to expect and how 
best pupils and parents/carers can 
be prepared for these important 
tests and assessments.  The Y6 
tests are expected to be taken in 
the week commencing 9th May 
2021. 


Please note absence will NOT be 
authorised for Y6 pupils in April 
or May for any reason. 


Absence for Y2 pupils will not be 
authorised in May and June. 

ASSEMBLY UPDATE 
AND HARVEST 
FESTIVAL 
A chance to give thanks 
Every year we hold a special 
Harvest Festival Assembly.  


On Monday 4th October, children 
are invited to bring Harvest Gifts to 
school.  As we did last year 
however I invite pupils to bring  
long life tinned, jarred, dried or 
bottled food stuffs.  We ask not to 
send fresh foodstuffs.  All the 
donations this year will be given to 
the Beverley Food Bank for 
distribution. In view of all the 
difficulties being experienced by 

many people in Beverley and our 
own community, this seems an 
appropriate moment to use our 
festival of thanks to make a 
particular difference for people 
facing hardship.  It was an amazing 
collection last year and was hugely 
appreciated by the charity.


As a general point, although school 
assemblies are now permitted, 
which is good news.  However I am 
concerned about the thought of 
putting all children in the hall until 

we can judge the impact of schools 
opening on the local context. 


Consequently live assemblies will 
be held for FY (when ready) and Y1 
and Y2 on Mondays and Tuesdays 
and for KS2 on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays.  I will then hold two 
separate assemblies on Fridays.


PARENTS HAVE FOUND 
THESE MEETINGS 
EXTREMELY USEFUL, AND 
SOMEWHAT SURPRISING…  
You will probably be 
amazed by the 
expectaJons which are 
placed on our children 
these days.  It is way above 
what was ever expected in 
our Primary School days. 

x
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READING EXPLORERS WEEK 
Reading is the key to success across the whole 
Curriculum. 
Our year of Loving Reading continues with a major boost in our Reading 
Explorers Week. On Monday 20th September 2021. 

Reading Explorers
 
Every child should be given every opportunity to love books and 
love reading.
Our successful guided reading programme will continue to ensure 
a good variety and quantity of reading for every child  This 
includes our Story Masters Programme designed to promote 
reading comprehension through the use of the Class Novel. 
Teachers will continue to be seen and heard enjoying their 
favourite children’s books.  Meanwhile exciting class novels will 
be shared with the children and each class will has an area 
designed to promote different authors and genres in fiction.

We have also invested a small fortune in brand new reading 
books for FY to Y2 which match the phonetic teaching at any time 
and stage of reading development of the children.   These will 
enhance the provision already in school.

Reading Explorers is not a just week of activities, it is the 
relaunch of a focus on children loving reading. We want every 
child to want to read. We would love children to come home 
asking you to take them to the library, or the bookshop, to choose 
a new book. Children who love reading have greater imagination, 
a deeper understanding of the world and a wider, broader 
vocabulary enabling them to express themselves more clearly.

We thank you for your continued partnership in fostering this 
desire to read and love of books.

We are encouraging the children to read and enjoy fiction. As well 
as reading to themselves, it is also important that they hear text 
being read a bedtime story is a perfect opportunity for this.  It is 
also vital that children get an opportunity to talk about what they 
read.  Our oldest pupils still need to increase their understanding 
of a text and benefit from discussions with an adult who shares 
their enthusiasm!   

We shall also be revisiting a popular homework activity “A Book in 
Box” which was extremely successful a few years ago. 

Maintaining the focus on reading homework is 
essential in all year groups. 

It remains absolutely essential that reading from the 
Guided Reading Text is completed at home as set.  This 
ensures that each child is able to contribute to the Guided 
Reading in school. 
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Let’s take this opportunity to 
encourage our children to 

develop a love of reading that will 
last for life!
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KEEPING IN TOUCH 
We know the importance of 
communication. 

Over the past 18 months we know how 
valuable the ability to communicate with 
you via email is, and know you feel the 
same way! Teachers are not available at 
drop off, as they are busy in the 
classrooms teaching, so if you have 
anything you’d rather pass on to the class 
teacher, please email and if needed, a 
phone call can be arranged or a short 

meeting after school. The teacher email 
addresses are as follows: 

seastwood@woodmanseyprimary.school 

jkett@woodmanseyprimary.school 

dmcentegart@woodmanseyprimary.school 

rfisher@woodmanseyprimary.school 

HOLIDAYS IN TERM 
TIME 
A reminder of the legal 
changes announced in 
July 2013. 

The school is obliged to follow the 
Council’s policy on absence from 
school in term time which meets the 
statutory framework.

Basically the former procedure where 
Head Teachers could authorise up to 
ten days absence in a year 
disappeared in 2013.  

It is no longer possible to authorise 
holiday absence for example because 
of employment constraints, cost, to visit 
sporting events, or to see Father 
Christmas in Lapland.

There are a very few minor 
exemptions but short of bereavement 
or serious medical condition it is 
practically impossible to secure 
authorisation. The increased fines 
remain based on 5 days of accumulated 
unauthorised absence, per child, per 
parent. I am legally bound to inform all 
parent/carers that I am not in a position 
to authorise any holiday absence. 

Parents can however do quite a lot to 
avoid falling into the trap of 
accumulating unauthorised absence to 
the level of receiving a fine.  If in doubt 
please do not hesitate to contact me 
before making a booking.  

woodmansey.head.primary@eastriding.gov
.uk  

In addition, please don’t 
ask the children to keep a 
secret or pretend they 
have been ill.  They just 

can’t resist telling 
someone, usually the 
teacher, where they have 
really been. 

CONSULTATION 
EVENINGS 
Dates published in the 
Diary 
  
Booking Forms will be sent out later this 
month for the week commencing 18th 
October 2021. I think this gives 
sufficient time for settling into new 
classes while not leaving important 
issues too long.  It is intended that all 
the meetings will be face to face, 
however we shall not use the central 
waiting ares. As a result the parents will 

be supervised through multiple 
entrances to multiple waiting areas and 
then to leave with books to take home. 

Remember parent/carers do not have to 
wait until Consultation Evenings if they 
have a concern and may seek to 
contact teachers via email. All teachers 
emails are by initial and surname (see 
below).

   

The starting point of 
the government’s 
policy is that 
children do not take 
time off in term 
time. 
The full policy which was 
suspended during the Summer 
Term is now restored.  Absence 
due to being instructed to “self 
isolate” will be authorised, 
providing this was not avoidable 
i.e. by taking a holiday in a country 
knowing that quarantine on return 
would be required. 

mailto:seastwood@woodmanseyprimary.school
mailto:jkett@woodmanseyprimary.school
mailto:dmcentegart@woodmanseyprimary.school
mailto:rfisher@woodmanseyprimary.school
mailto:woodmansey.head.primary@eastriding.gov.uk
mailto:woodmansey.head.primary@eastriding.gov.uk


10

W
O

O
DM

AN
SE

Y 
CE

  P
RI

M
AR

Y 
SC

HO
O

L 
NE

W
SL

ET
TE

R BOOK BAGS ARE 
ESSENTIAL 
We provide the rest. 
More than ever it is imperative that 
children have a book bag.  These are 
available on line priced £4.50 or £9 for 
the stronger Hi-Viz bag (more suitable 
for older children).

Children need to keep their reading 
book in this bag at all times and to carry 
it around if they are moving from class 
group to numeracy lesson.  Children will 
also need to keep homework, music 
and their recorder in the bag at all 
times.  Year 6 particularly need to 
ensure that they still have a bag.  This 
book bag needs to be seen as different 
to one which may hold other things.  As 
before children should not bring toys, 
sweets or even pencils, pencil cases or 
other stationery products to school.  We 
will provide everything they need.

WATER BOTTLES 
Just a reminder 
The school Water bottle should still 
be brought to school, but please 
ensure names are clear on the lid.  
We can do this for parents/carers if 
necessary.  Every child is entitled to 
one new bottle, free per year.  Our 
stock of bottles are Eco friendly, 
because not only are they not 
single use plastic, that are 
compostable. We will make sure 
every child has a school water 
bottle.  We will not give one to a 
child if he or she already has one, 
but a record is kept to ensure that 

every child will receive one free 
bottle during the school year if their 
current bottle wears out or is lost.

Additional Replacement bottles are 
available from the office at a cost of 
£1.20 per bottle.  Worn out caps 
will be replaced for 40p.  Whereas 
the drink contained should only be 
water; a SUGAR FREE juice drink 
is allowed. 

Drinks with packed lunches must 
be stored separately with the 
packed lunch.

SPORTING TOURNAMENTS 

Hockey is being taught across KS2 this half 
term and will conclude with year group 
tournaments on Tuesday 19th and Thursday 
20th October 2021. 


FREE SCHOOL MEALS / PUPIL 
PREMIUM 
Pupil Premium funding for schools is set in 
October.  The money is calculated based on pupils 
who qualify for Free School Meals. I know that all 
children in KS1 and FY receive a free meal, but this 
is a different thing.  Any parent/carer who is in 
receipt of income-related benefits should speak to 
Mrs. Scott in the school office in confidence. She 
will be able to support and advise. In the same way, 
a pupil who is post looked after or a service child 
would also attract funding.  The deadline is 
however 7th October 2021.  Not only is the funding 
useful, it also ensures that these pupils are 
considered as a group for extra support and 
intervention where required.  It really is worth it.


The Pupil Premium is designed to 
open windows, support learning and 
combat disadvantage.
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Y6 WOODMANSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Mobile Phone Protocol and Agreement
Name of Child in Year 6:  _____________________________________________________

Date: _____________________________

As parent/carer I confirm that I have discussed the following with my child and accept responsibility 
for my child bringing a mobile phone into school in accordance with this protocol.

•Phones remain switched off throughout the site inside and outside.
•Phones are to remain in the school book bag at all times on the school site.
•The school takes no responsibility for any phones brought on site.
•Any child using their mobile phone on site will have it confiscated, to be collected 
from the school office by a parent/carer.
•Any child found to be using their device for vexatious purposes will similarly have 
their phone confiscated to be collected from a member of the Senior Management 
Team by a parent/carer.
•Any child in school with a mobile phone without an agreed protocol will have the 
phone confiscated to be collected from the school office by a parent/carer.

Signed Parent/Carer: ____________________________________________

If your child requires a mobile phone to support them in coming to and leaving school 
independently, please read, sign and return this form to us.



DIARY
PLEASE PIN THIS PAGE TO YOUR HOUSEHOLD NOTICEBOARD. 

Some of what follows is also dependent on naJonal regulaJons and also dependent on 
the school not having to enact its Outbreak Management Plan. 

SEPTEMBER
We 8th School reopens

Health Fortnight, Mental Health Focus: “Being Me in My World”.
Thu 9th Oral Health Nurse to talk to FY/KS1 (am) KS2 (pm)
Mo 13th Clubs start to reopen
Thu 16th ‘A Healthier Future’ SSE Renewables and Doggerbank wind farm 
discussion for KS2
Mo 20th Reading Explorers Week
Tues 21st Evening Meeting for Parent/Carers of Y6 
Tue 28th          5:30pm Governing Body Premises and Health & Safety Committee

6:30pm Governing Body Finance and Personnel Committee

OCTOBER
Mo 4th Harvest Festival
Tu 5th Evening Meeting for Parent/Carers of Y2
Th 7th Tour 1 of 2 for new FY parents
Fr 8th 2:30pm Special Assemblies for the Launch of Charity Fundraising Appeal
Mo 11th Tour 2 of 2 for new FY parents
Fr 15th History Day
Mo 18th 3:40pm Consultation Evening 1 of 2
We 20th  9am – Y3 /Y4 Hockey Tournament 

3.40pm Consultation Evening 2 of 2
Th 21st 9am Year 5/6 Hockey Tournament
Fr 23rd Grand Pumpkin Weigh in and assemblies

Break up for HALF TERM

Education Alliance


	SEPTEMBER  news
	6th September 2021 Volume 5 Issue 1

	Goodbye Yellow Brick Road!
	Dear Parents, Carers, Governors, Friends, Staff and Pupils
	WOODMANSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
	Not wishing to open in a gloomy manner, but as I indicated in my letter last week, Covid has not gone away.
	The context in which we are operating is not what was expected when we broke up for the holiday.
	Cases in the East Riding are very high, higher than in January 2021.
	East Riding Public Health is expecting a surge in cases in the 0-15 age group and this has been seen in Scotland where schools returned in August.
	Cases in double vaccinated adults are increasing, though the protection from hospitalisation remains at around 96%.
	Against this back drop life in the community is as near to normal as it has been for over 18 months.  Schools too are to respond very differently to cases and to facilitate as near a normal experience as possible.  This however is with a community of around 120 people of which around 94 will not be vaccinated.
	Over the page I attempt to explain how this will be managed what to expect and how to prepare for the unexpected.
	WOODMANSEY CE  PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

	WHAT IS GOING TO HAPPEN WHEN CASES OF COVID 19 ARE IDENTIFIED.
	Vital Information
	It is now to be expected that there will be regular cases of COVID in school.  Letters are no longer to be sent to parents when a case is confirmed as it is to be presumed that cases will be the norm.
	It is vital therefore that any child displaying symptoms is not in school and is taken for a PCR Test.
	If a member of the family is infected pupils should also be taken for a PCR Test BUT and this is the first big difference, if the pupil is negative the child may return to school on the understanding that a Lateral Flow Test will be taken each day for 10 days.
	The second big difference is that from now on should a child test positive, there will not be a closure of a bubble.  This will now be under the direct control of Public Health England.  However, it could take up to seven days for this to be actioned.  As a consequence we shall report to the Local Authority at the end of each day if there has been a case(s).
	The third big change is that anyone identified as a contact who is double vaccinated does not have to self isolate The same applies to children.  Those identified however are to take a PCR test.
	On receipt of a negative result the identified person can return to school.
	The result is that the likelihood of incidence in school is higher than ever before, but amongst the children rather than the staff.
	This however enables staff to be able to work together across class groups in a flexible manner conducive to the effective operation of the whole school team.
	Whereas in line with society in general we shall as adults be operating in a more normal manner, but the essential aspects of hygiene and protocols designed to prevent transmission in school need to remain and will be maintained.
	Good ventilation and hand hygiene are seen as the two most important factors in preventing transmission.
	We can take comfort that throughout the pandemic there has not been a single case of transmission in the school our protocols and your support has achieved this.  By maintaining key procedures, we are best placed to ensure that this remains the case.
	As I indicated in previous letters, I would like parents/carers to know that the overriding priority is the care of all our school community.  We also recognise that schools are a fundamental cog in the ability of society to get back to normal.  It is therefore my duty to do all I can to support that.  I will not however hesitate to cancel, delay, postpone or reverse provision if I believe the risks cannot be managed.  I also reiterate the following. We must recognise that we are all in a process of returning to a new normal.  We are managing the running of the school in light of a very different world to the one we left in July.  Initially, this is a reflection of the apparent reduction in the risk of hospitalisation or worse, but not a reduced risk of infection. All of us for the time being, need to manage our lives, families and work within the context of the virus.  Everyone, every day will have to risk assess his or her own practices in our own lives to protect ourselves and our loved ones.  This is the new reality and will remain so for some time.  This is what is called “living with Covid”.
	The greatest strength we all have, is to manage our own risk and that of our families and children.  We manage that by the way in which we reduce every risk whenever we go for a walk, a cycle ride or visit a shop or hospitality location.  We manage that by our own hygiene practices at home, in the street, in the shop, in school.  We manage it by the way we will strictly follow our plans in school.
	Parents/Carers need to have an action plan for child care should their child test positive.  In addition there is every likelihood that there will unexpected days when your child will be required to be absent in order to take a PCR test.
	The sincere hope is that the disruptive closing of whole classes is a thing of the past.
	Although not government policy for primary aged pupils, I have been asked about our pupils taking a Lateral Flow Test twice a week.  I personally think this could be a major help in reducing the spread of the virus in school and therefore the inconvenience on family life and disruption to education for our children.
	Worst case scenario:
	Five pupils or 10% of the cohort testing positive will prompt an Outbreak Management Plan which could lead to a return to stricter controls in school for 14 or even 28 days.  A mobile testing unit may be even deployed to the school.  This could potentially lead to a class or year group having to isolate and returning to home learning.
	I am sure everyone of us would want to do anything in our power to avoid this scenario again.
	KEY PROCEDURES being maintained.
	Hand gel use
	Hand washing
	Cleaning protocols
	Additional housekeeping cleaning - mid morning and mid afternoon.
	Use of toilet protocols
	Corridor systems to avoid large groups passing
	Good ventilation
	Internal doors remain open with the electric door closers in case of fire.
	Isolation of symptomatic individuals.
	WOODMANSEY CE  PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

	DROP OFFS AND PICK UPS
	A reminder of the information sent last week.
	Look to the future with confidence.
	Take responsibilities seriously.
	Trust in those who care for us.
	Take care for our mental well-being.
	See the world as it could be.
	The secret to keeping us all safe, is in our hands.
	WE STILL PROVIDE AN OUTSTANDING RANGE OF CLUBS.  PLEASE ENCOURAGE YOUR CHILDREN TO MAKE THE MOST OF WHAT WE OFFER.
	PARKING GOOD BEHAVIOUR
	Restrictions apply, virus or no virus, sun or rain.
	WOODMANSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

	SWEETS & CAKES FOR BIRTHDAYS
	A Reminder
	Crofty’s Restaurant
	Discounts to help you balance the budget
	Don’t Forget the Blog
	A great way to see what is going on at school.
	Have you received a text from the school this week? If not please tell us.
	WOODMANSEY CE  PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

	BUDDHISM
	An introduction to our focus faith for the year ahead
	WOODMANSEY CE  PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

	VITAL MEETINGS FOR PARENT/CARERS OF YEAR 2 and YEAR 6
	Meeting for Y6 Parents: Tuesday 21st September 2021
	Meeting for Y2 Parents: Tuesday 5th October 2021
	Parents and Carers are asked to wear a face covering until seated.
	ASSEMBLY UPDATE AND HARVEST FESTIVAL
	A chance to give thanks
	READING EXPLORERS WEEK
	Reading is the key to success across the whole Curriculum.
	Maintaining the focus on reading homework is essential in all year groups.
	WOODMANSEY CE  PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

	The starting point of the government’s policy is that children do not take time off in term time.
	The full policy which was suspended during the Summer Term is now restored.  Absence due to being instructed to “self isolate” will be authorised, providing this was not avoidable i.e. by taking a holiday in a country knowing that quarantine on return would be required.
	WOODMANSEY CE  PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

	HOLIDAYS IN TERM TIME
	A reminder of the legal changes announced in July 2013.
	CONSULTATION EVENINGS
	Dates published in the Diary
	KEEPING IN TOUCH
	We know the importance of communication.
	WOODMANSEY CE  PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

	BOOK BAGS ARE ESSENTIAL
	We provide the rest.
	Just a reminder
	FREE SCHOOL MEALS / PUPIL PREMIUM
	The Pupil Premium is designed to open windows, support learning and combat disadvantage.
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