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Celebrating STEM 
Dear Parents, Carers, Governors, Friends, Staff and Pupils
January has certainly felt 
‘extended’, I have to stop myself 
from writing the date as 375th of 
January! But February is now upon 
us, and I hope that the mornings will 
continue to be brighter and the 
temperature gets warmer. 
The children have been, once 
again, such a credit to you and 
taken to school life with COVID 
restrictions still in place with great 
gusto. Life for them continues as 
normal - exactly as it should be.

On the 28th February, the first day 
back after the half term break sees 
the start of our annual STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Maths) week. The children will 
spend the week focussing on 
investigation and the excitement 
and knowledge that brings. The 
theme of the week is ‘Journeys’.

I am delighted that Brad Gibson, 
Daniel Whitt and his University of 
Hull team are providing  the 

opportunity for all the children to 
visit the Planetarium Dome at 
Woodmansey Village Hall, where 
they will enjoy a journey to space 
and listen to an exciting discussion 
about a ‘Journey to Mars’ from Brad 
Gibson. Further details of this will 
follow over the coming weeks. 

As a school, we are keen to 
establish further links with the 
community, in particular if you have 
a career in the STEM industry.  It 
would be wonderful if the children 
could associate the skills they learn 
in school to a career possibility. It 
could be that we have parents/ 
aunts/ uncles who are vets, 
computer programmers, landscape 
gardeners, nurses, structural 
engineers sitting right under our 
noses…the list is endless. 

If you do, or know someone who 
does, have a career in this industry 
and you would be happy to 
volunteer some of your time to to 

come and discuss your role in more 
detail with the children, this could 
be a Q&A session or leading a 
practical session, then please email 
me directly 
woodmansey.head.primary@eastrid
ing.gov.uk Thank you in advance.

Please look through the newsletter 
carefully. This month, it includes the 
holiday dates to Summer 2024, 
School Sports Partnership 
information and the latest 
information on Covid safety in 
school. 

I wish you all a wonderful February 
ahead.

Best wishes, 

Mrs. B Nicholls
Head of School

This newsletter is 
posted on the website: 
www.woodmanseyprim

ary.school 

From the website it is 
possible to click on the 
SCHOOL BLOG which is 
an online photographic 

diary of life at the 
school

STEM
Week

28th 
Feb
2022

http://www.woodmanseyprimary.school
http://www.woodmanseyprimary.school
mailto:woodmansey.head.primary@eastriding.gov.uk
mailto:woodmansey.head.primary@eastriding.gov.uk


2

W
O

O
DM

AN
SE

Y 
CE

 P
RI

M
AR

Y 
SC

HO
O

L 
NE

W
SL

ET
TE

R CONTINUING ARRANGEMENTS FOR MANAGING SCHOOL WITH OMICRON 
The context 

• The new Omicron Variant is at levels way beyond anything we have seen throughout 
the pandemic.

• It appears to be milder than previous variants.
• The vaccination and booster programmes appear to be successfully keeping people 

from hospitalisation or worse, but it is not stopping infection and people are catching 
the virus for a second time.  

• We are experiencing staff absences at a higher rate than previously, though not 
as high as we feared.

• Pupils remain unvaccinated and appear more susceptible to this variant than previous 
ones.  

• Children do not seem to be experiencing severe symptoms, if any, but they can spread 
it easily.

• We are experiencing a higher rate of pupil absence than we have had previously due to 
catching COVID 19 though again not as high as we feared.

• Isolation time has dropped to 5 days providing two LFD Tests are negative taken 24 
hours apart from day 5.

• We are now allowed to ask parents to do LFD tests on primary aged children.

January has been tough and although cases are falling nationally schools appear to be 
basically two weeks behind the national pattern due to the Christmas Holidays. As you 
know we have tightened arrangements in January to try to limit the spread of the virus 
and particularly to prevent this through the staff so that we don’t have to close classes, 
year groups or worse.

KEY PROCEDURES being maintained.
Hand gel use
Hand washing
Cleaning protocols
Additional housekeeping cleaning mid morning and mid afternoon.
Use of toilet protocols
Corridor systems to avoid large groups passing
Good ventilation
Internal doors remain open  
Isolation of symptomatic individuals.
Deep cleaning all classrooms where there is an outbreak.

Having reviewed the current situation it seems sensible to maintain our current protocols 
for the last few weeks to half term.  The next public health meeting for schools in the 
East Riding is on 10th February 2022.  After that I would hope to confirm that after the 
holiday we can restore all the clubs currently suspended and return to live assemblies.  
Finally the mask protocols for staff will be eased.

Up to half term parents are reminded of the following: (see overleaf).
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OMICRON VARIANT 
What I am asking of parents and carers 

1. An email will be sent everyday, summarising the cases present per class.  
2. There will be no waiting for a threshold to be met, as soon as a case is present, 

all children in that class should take a LFD test and repeat every day that there 
is a further case.

3. Following Public Health advice, staff, children and siblings may be required to 
take a PCR test and pupils and their siblings may be required to remain at 
home until a negative test result is recorded.

4. If parents and carers conduct regularly a LFD Test on their children it will 
be a great help.  Daily would be ideal, though I realise that the availability 
of tests is problematic.  I understand that Beverley Leisure Centre has 
good supplies.

5. Parents/carers are asked to have emergency plan in place in case:
1. A class is temporarily closed, this could also include children of Key 

Workers, though everything will be done to prevent this.
2. The school menu is changed at short notice if we are short staffed in the 

Molescroft kitchen.  A simple reserve meal will be on standby.  
3. School meal provision is suspended and all asked to bring a packed lunch.
4. Breakfast and or Tea Club provision is affected.

6. At pick up and drop off times, please maintain social distancing as far as 
possible and if queuing, for example for after-school clubs, maintain a 2m 
distance.

7. Please avoid holding discussions with staff at the start or end of the day, 
emailing a member of staff if there is a message to be communicated.  
HOWEVER, if it is important please phone the school and speak to a 
member of staff.  It cannot be guaranteed that a member of staff will pick 
up an email as they may be absent and will not be checking emails whilst 
teaching.

8. If speaking with a member of staff in person, please keep at least a 2m 
distance and wear a face covering.

Throughout the past two years our whole community has worked together and 
been so understanding of our shared circumstances and needs.  We have 

protected our pupils’ education and together we will continue to achieve this.  We 
will get through this, together.
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Adults who are fully vaccinated and all children and young people aged between 5 and 18 years and 
6 months identified as a contact of someone with COVID 19 are strongly advised to take a LFD 
test every day for 7 days and continue to attend their setting as normal, unless they have a 
positive test result. There is a temporary removal of the need to take a PCR test to confirm Covid 
19 infection; a positive LFD test is sufficient to start the isolation period. 
Daily testing of close contacts applies to all contacts who are:
• fully vaccinated adults – people who have had 2 doses of an approved vaccine
• all children and young people aged 5 to 18 years and 6 months, regardless of their
vaccination status
• people who are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons
• people taking part, or have taken part, in an approved clinical trial for a COVID-19
vaccine.
Therefore, if there is a case in your child’s class (this will be communicated by the daily email) 
you should start the daily LFD testing for 7 days. 

If someone has recovered from Covid within 90 days they should also still take the LFD Test.  This is because 
LFD tests indicate if an individual at the time of testing is infectious.  A PCR test however should not be taken until 
after 90 days of a previous infection because this test can pick up residual antibodies and a positive test PCR test 
in this circumstance may indicate “had” the virus rather than “has” the virus.

When an individual develops COVID-19 symptoms or has a positive test
pupils, staff and other adults should follow public health advice on when to self-isolate and what to do. They should 
not come into school if they have symptoms, have had a positive test result or other reasons requiring them to stay 
at home due to the risk of them passing on COVID-19 (for example, they are required to quarantine).
If anyone in the school develops COVID-19 symptoms, however mild, the person will be sent  home and the 
individual should follow public health advice.

If you have COVID-19 symptoms or have received a positive COVID-19 test result, stay at home and self-
isolate.

If you are notified by NHS Test and Trace of a positive test result you must complete a period of self-isolation. Your 
isolation period starts immediately from when your symptoms started, or, if you do not have any symptoms, from 
when your positive LFD or PCR test was taken, whichever test was taken first. Your isolation period includes the 
day your symptoms started (or the day your test was taken if you do not have symptoms), and the next 10 full days.
This means that if, for example, your symptoms started at any time on the 15th of the month (or if you did not have 
symptoms but your first positive COVID-19 test was taken on the 15th), your isolation period ends at 23:59hrs on 
the 25th of the month.
You can return to your normal routine 
and stop self-isolating after 10 full days 
if your symptoms have gone, or if the 
only symptoms you have are a cough 
or anosmia (loss of sense of smell), 
which can last for several weeks. If you 
still have a high temperature after 10 
days or are otherwise unwell, stay at 
home and seek medical advice.
You may be able to end your self-
isolation period before the end of the 
10 full days. You can take an LFD test 
from 4 days after the day your 
symptoms started (or the day your test 
was taken if you did not have 
symptoms), and another LFD test on 
the following day. The second LFD test 
should be taken at least 24 hours later. 
If both these test results are negative, 
and you do not have a high 
temperature, you may end your self-
isolation after the second negative test 
result.
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You should not take an LFD test before the fourth day of your isolation period, and you should only end your self-
isolation after you have had 2 consecutive negative LFD tests which should be taken at least 24 hours apart. You 
should stop testing after you have had 2 consecutive negative test results.
This guidance also applies to children and young people who usually attend an education or childcare setting.

This means that if, for example, your symptoms started at any time on the 15th of the month (or if you did not have 
symptoms but your first positive COVID-19 test was taken on the 15th), you may take daily LFD tests from the 19th 
of the month. If your LFD test results are negative on the 19th and 20th, and you do not have a high temperature, 
you may end your isolation period after the negative test result on the 20th of the month.
If both your LFD test results are negative, it is likely that you were not infectious at the time the tests were taken.

Here is a NEW flow chart from the Local Authority, which is probably our best guide to the 
situation. The change is in relation to positive individuals and the isolation rules for unvaccinated 

adults.  All individuals, including adults who are not fully vaccinated now have a reduced 
isolation period dependent on two negative LFD tests on two consecutive days taken 24 hours 

apart. 
2022.01.19 

Please note where reference is made to testing this should be done early morning to allow 
ceasing self-isolation (where appropriate). 

New Government Advice Regarding Testing and Self-isolation Periods 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

Individual tests positive (PCR or LFD test) for COVID-19 (day 0) with or 
without symptoms  

Day 1 self-isolate, Day 2 self-isolate, Day 3 self-isolate, Day 4 self-isolate  

Day 5 self-isolate  

returns a negative LFD test result 

Day 6 conduct another LFD test 
at least 24 hours after the day 5 test 
= negative = self-isolation ends, so 
long as individual does not have a 
temperature.  

Those who leave self-isolation on 
or after day 6 are strongly advised 
to wear face coverings and limit 
close contact with other people in 
crowded or poorly ventilated 
spaces, work from home if they can 
do so and minimise contact with 
anyone who is at higher risk of 
severe illness if infected with 
COVID-19. 

Day 5 self-isolate 

returns a positive LFD test result  

Day 6 conduct another LFD test = positive = continue to self-isolate  

Day 7 conduct another LFD test = positive = continue to self-isolate  

Day 8 conduct another LFD test = positive = continue to self-isolate  

Day 9 conduct another LFD test = positive = continue to self-isolate  

Day 10 conduct another LFD test = positive = continue to self-isolate  

Day 11 if asymptomatic (no temperature) return to daily activities 

Please note - During days 6 to 10 if two negative LFD tests are returned, taken 
24 hours apart on consecutive days, self-isolation can cease and the individual 
can return to normal daily activities (so long as they do not have a 
temperature). 

Those who leave self-isolation on or after day 6 are strongly advised to wear 
face coverings and limit close contact with other people in crowded or poorly 
ventilated spaces, work from home if they can do so and minimise contact with 
anyone who is at higher risk of severe illness if infected with COVID-19. 

 

This flowchart applies to adults and children and young people who have tested positive for COVID-19 
(regardless of vaccination status) 

All adults (older than 18 years and 6 months) who are not fully vaccinated and deemed to be a close contact 
MUST isolate for 10 days. 



6

W
O

O
DM

AN
SE

Y 
CE

  P
RI

M
AR

Y 
SC

HO
O

L 
NE

W
SL

ET
TE

R Meet Miss Woodhouse 
Our school family is growing.
As you all know Mrs. Thorpe began her 
maternity leave at Christmas and welcomed 
beautiful Oliver shortly after. This obviously left 
a ‘Mrs.Thorpe shaped hole’ in our Year 3/4 
team. But all was not lost, Miss Hannah 
Woodhouse joined the Woodmansey family 
and has found her feet perfectly. She has 
enjoyed getting to know all the Year 3/4 
children and is keeping Mr. M’s classroom in 
ship shape!

INTERNATIONAL 
FESTIVAL MOVED TO 
MARCH 
ANY GUESSES ON THE 
DESTINATION? 

Regular readers of the newsletter 
will know that the February edition 
is normally the one in which we 
announce the International Festival 
and where we are “going” this year.
We postponed last year’s to March 
in the hope the children would be 
back in school and of course 
famously the day we all returned 
the festival opened.  We were 
however unable to have any open 
event to include parents and carers.  
This year we have decided to 
postpone again to March in the 

hope that we can put on a festival/
event to include all parents and 
carers.

Consequently the Festival will be 
announced to the children on Friday 
11th March and will be 
accompanied by an extra 
newsletter.  The three week festival 
will conclude with a Festival Craft 
day (as we did last year) for all the 
children. This will, fingers crossed, 
be followed by a Festival Evening 
for all the community.  

Chinese New Year 
Tuesday 1st February 
2022

Year of the Tiger. With a 
special menu at Crofty’s 
Restaurant.
Sweet and Sour 
Chicken.

School Meals are Excellent Value. 

 A child’s meal costs £2.60. (A full week offer 
of £11 is available.) It is excellent value, and 
by educating children away from a diet of 
crisps and processed food we are together 
building a lifetime of good eating habits and 
healthy hearts.  DINNERS MUST BE 
PREPAID, no more than £2.60 will be 
accepted in arrears. Dinners should ideally 
be paid for on line at School Money.  

Meals are advertised on the website and 
there is usually the salad with two wraps 
option and the Jacket Potato with a range 
of fillings.   Year 5&6 pupils may have a 
larger portion of the advertised main hot 
meal. 
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SNOW POLICY: 
IMPORTANT 
The following is taken 
from the school’s 
Safeguarding Policy 
and should prepare 
parents/carers for what 
to expect when it 
snows. 
The school will only close without 
prior no8ce as a last resort.  The Head 
of School or her representa8ve will 
remain on site un8l the last child is 
collected. 

Policy in Practice  
What the school does to assist 
in the event of icy weather 
conditions.  
It is not practical to grit the entire 
site, but as part of the gritting 
policy, safe routes round the site 
and across the playground have 
been identified and will be gritted 
before giving access to the site, 
thereby minimising the risks to 
children parents and visitors.  
The car park will also be gritted.   

Children are not allowed to make 
slides on the playgrounds. 
Playgrounds are gritted if 
practical before 8:30am and 
when not, by morning break. At 
playtimes a decision as to 
whether children are to be 
allowed outside will be made by 
the senior teacher on duty in 
conjunction with a member of the 
Senior Management Team.   

Children may not throw 
snowballs on the playgrounds.  
However if the field is covered by 
thick snow pupils may be 
allowed to play on the field in the 
snow, make snowman and throw 
snowballs.  Those not wishing to 
throw snow (or indeed be hit by 
snowballs) should stay on the 
playgrounds.  The school 
believes that playing in and 
throwing snow is part of a child’s 
life experiences.   

In extreme cases the Executive 
Headteacher may decide that 
there is no option but to close 
the school if there is presented a 
severe health and safety risk. 
This done, the Chair of 

Governors will be informed and 
parents via text message. A 
severe Health and Safety Risk 
would be presented if 
insufficient staff could reach the 
school or indeed the health and 
safety of staff meant that they 
should leave early.  Due to the 
location of the school it is 
expected that the school will be 
able to remain open.  Closing a 
school at short notice including 
closing mid way through a day 
poses considerable difficulties 
for parents and will only be 
taken as a very last resort. 

A complete heating failure in the 
winter and/or a loss of the water 
supply would however result in 
the school having to close.   

Good communication is 
essential. Parents receive a copy 
of specific instructions during the 
autumn and winter months via 
the monthly newsletters and the 
website. Children have the 
processes explained to them in 
the classroom. It is expected that 
parents adhere to these 
instructions and pass all relevant 
information to friends and 
relatives who may also come to 
school to bring and fetch 
children. Parents/Carers are 
asked to be responsible and plan 
more time for their journey, 
suitable footwear for having to 
walk further, wrapping up to keep 
warm etc....Parents should not 
expect to be able to park close to 
the school at these times! 
Parents and visitors are 
expected to use the gritted paths 
rather than walk across the snow 
and ice.  

Snow Policy and Procedures - 
information for teaching and 
support staff                                 
In the event of disruption caused 
by heavy snow the prime 
concern of the school must 
always be the safety of the 
pupils and staff. 

It is expected that all staff will 
make every reasonable effort to 
undertake the journey to school. 
It is appreciated that the journey 
may take longer than normal and 
therefore some staff may not be 
able to arrive before the normal 
start of school time.  

In the event of severe weather, a 
decision to close the school for 
pupils will be made by 7am. The 
Head of School will make 
arrangements for PARENTS TO 
BE INFORMED BY TEXT IF 
THE SCHOOL IS TO CLOSE.

Updates will be posted on the 
Twitter section of the school’s 
website. 
www.woodmanseyprimary.schoo
l 

In the event of the normal 
timetable being suspended, a 
programme of activities will be 
organised for pupils who arrive 
at school. Teachers and 
Teaching Assistants will be 
delegated to supervise these 
activities. 

Rather than a full closure it is 
more likely that the school will 
remain open on a reduced 
capacity.  In such an event, 
parents/carers will be asked if it 
is possible to make alternative 
arrangements for pupils.  Where 
this is not possible the school will 
remain open for those who need 
to come to school or for those 
who cannot go home in the case 
of an unexpected early closure. 
As the number pupils remaining 
decreases, they will be moved to 
other classes or the hall.

The school will only close 
without prior no8ce as a 
last resort.  The Head 
Teacher or his 
representa8ve will remain 
on site un8l the last child is 
collected.

http://www.woodmanseyprimary.school
http://www.woodmanseyprimary.school
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Spring Term 2022 

School opens Wednesday 5th January 2022 
School closes for half-term Friday 18th February 2022 
School opens Monday 28th February 2022 
School closes for Easter Friday 8th April 2022 

Summer Term 2022 

School opens Tuesday 26th April 2022 
School closed for Bank Holiday Monday 2nd May 2022 
School closes for half-term Friday 27th May 2022 
School opens Monday 6th June 2022 
School closes for Summer Holiday Friday 22nd July 2022 

Autumn Term 2022 

School opens Tuesday 6th September 2022 
School closes for half-term Friday 21st   October 2022 
School opens Monday 31st October 2022 
School closes for Christmas Holiday Friday 16th December 2022 

Spring Term 2023 

School opens Wednesday 4th January 2023 
School closes for half-term Friday 10th February 2023 
School opens Monday 20th February 2023 
School closes for Easter Friday 31st March 2023 

Summer Term 2023 

School opens Tuesday 18th April 2023 
School closed for Bank Holiday Monday 1st May 2023 
School closes for half-term Friday 26th May 2023 
School opens Monday 5th June 2023 
School closes for Summer Holiday Friday 21st July 2023 

Autumn Term 2023 

School opens Wednesday 6th September 2023 
School closes for half-term Friday 27th   October 2023 
School opens Monday 6th November 2023 
School closes for Christmas Holiday Friday 22nd December 2023 

Spring Term 2024 
School opens Wednesday 9th January 2024 
School closes for half-term Friday 9th February 2024 
School opens Monday 19th February 2024 
School closes for Easter Friday 22nd March 2024 

Summer Term 2024 

School opens Tuesday 9th April 2024 
School closed for Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 2024 
School closes for half-term Friday 24th May 2024 
School opens Monday 3rd June 2024 
School closes for Summer Holiday Friday 19th July 2024 H

ol
id
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Holiday Dates to 2024 
Holidays in term time 
Head Teachers can no longer sanction holidays in term time.  Taking holiday 
absence will lead to an unauthorised absence.

Fines are imposed by the Local Authority for unauthorised absence. Fines are 
issued per child, per parent, per accumulated week of absence. The school does not 
receive any money. 
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R PARKING GOOD 
BEHAVIOUR 
Restrictions apply, virus 
or no virus, sun or rain. 

I am sure I can hear a collective 
sigh when I mention parking. I know 
the parking situation is not ideal. I 
have always said that if I could push 
the school back a few yards to 
increase the size of our car park, I 
would. However, this is the situation 
we have and I know that the 
majority of you really do make the 
best of this situation. 

Therefore, please all read this 
parking reminder to make life for 
our school and village community 
harmonious. 

The school car park is available 
for parents/carers of 
Woodmansey children with 
whom they or their child has a 
blue disability badge. This must 
be with prior permission from the 
school. Our car park can just about 
squeeze in our growing number of 
staff and visitors so we want to 
ensure the car park remains as safe 
as possible.

Parking or dropping off (even for 30 
seconds!) is not permitted in front of 
the school gates or in any area 
within the yellow zig zag lines. This 
is to keep those walking in to 
school, and crossing with Mr. Taylor 
safe. Parking in the bus stop or 
within these lines, severely impacts 
the visibility of other cars and 
pedestrians for Mr. Taylor. 

Parking is available on the 
residential streets within the village 
or in the Warton Arms car park. 
Please be considerate of where you 
park, being mindful of resident’s 
access to their driveways.

Lastly, we have received complaints 
from the residents of the private 
road ‘Barmston Lane’. This road is 
used by residents and farm traffic 
and has been blocked by parents 
using the verges to park. As an 
alternative, please use the nearby 
residential roads to park and walk 
the last 5 minutes to school. 

I know what a supportive 
community you are so I know that 
the messages here will be taken on 
board. 

Evidently we don’t lose 
most of our body heat 
through our head, but Mr. 
Loncaster says it is 
noticeable if one has no 
top layer of insulation! 

FEELING CHILLY? 
Is your child feeling 
cold in class? 
One of the requirements of 
the Covid Secure 
arrangements is keeping our 
classrooms well ventilated. 

As the winter continues it 
means on occasions that 
there is a bit of a draught! 

Our children, it has to be said 
are a pretty robust bunch - 
shorts in all weathers - but 
even the most hardy may feel 

the cold in a sedentary 
lesson.  It is absolutely fine if 
the children wish to wear a 
hat, scarf and gloves in the 
classroom.  Gloves will need 
to be well fitting so that they 
can still use a pencil. 

Obviously if we go through a 
major cold spell we would 
allow coats to be worn.  We 
are however going to ventilate 
the rooms as it is our best line 
of defence besides regular 
testing. 

Meet the Woodmansey Games 
Crew!

HEALTHY LIFESTYLES 
Keeping our mind and 
body active! 
Our new Woodmansey Games 
Crew is now established and ready 
to encourage children to find new 
ways of being active at break times.  
The ‘Crew’ have set new challenges 
such as the ‘Keep Uppy’ and ‘Hula 
Hoop’ challenge, completing the 
leaderboard for KS1, Year 3&4 and 
Year 5&6. 

The four children are promoting the 
‘Active 60’ initiative of spending 30 

minutes a day in school being active 
and a further 30 minutes at home. 
Well done - we think you are all 
doing a great job! 
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Green Planets 
I wonder, if like me, you have been 
absolutely amazed and enthralled by the 
BBC’s new essential viewing the Green 
Planet? National Treasure, David 
Attenborough navigates through the secret 
lives of plants and it’s just as thrilling as 
that of animals. We are of course 
reminded that all life on earth is dependent 
on plants and how their diversity is under 
threat. Children across the UK are now 
being invited to join in with “The 
Regenerators” an initiative linked to the 
programme. 

To help teach the next generation about 
the importance of biodiversity, The 
Regenerators are teaming up with The 
Green Planet to give away up to 1 million 
seed balls to school children across the 
UK! The seed balls - called “Green 
Planets”, of course - contain a whole 
world of wildflowers that will help to 
establish healthy habitats wherever they’re 
planted, whether that’s the end of a 
garden or a balcony window box. 

We hope to have at least one “green 
planet” for every child and a fair few more 
to be used in our school grounds. 

The BBC have gathered together a whole 
range of resources, activities and 
initiatives to inspire the children of the UK 
linked to the Green Planet. This link will 
take you to them. https://www.bbc.co.uk/
bitesize/articles/zt6fydm 

Meanwhile, signs of Spring are 
appearing in the grounds, with 
the first daffodils poking through 
the soil. The Really Wild Club 
have been counting down the 
days to when their newly planted 
bulbs will appear!
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Dates for your diary 

Education Alliance

Please be aware however that the further ahead into the future dates are, there is a chance 
that events may have to move due to unforeseen circumstances. Some of what follows is 
also dependent on national regulations and also dependent on the school not having to 
enact its Outbreak Management Plan. 

MARCH
Tu 1st St. David's Day & Dinner  
Th 3rd World Book Day Dressing Up in 2022
Fri 11th NEW Launch of postponed International Festival
Mo 14th COMMONWEALTH DAY & Dinner featured country Singapore

International Festival 14.3.22 - 1.4.22
Th 17th St. Patrick's Day  lunch
Th 17th Full Governor Meeting 5.30pm 
Fr 18th  Sport Relief
Fr 25th   Greek Independence Day Lunch from Crofty’s Restaurant
Su 27th Mothers Day

APRIL
Mo 4th Easter Garden in Assembly
Mo 4th Consultation Evening 3.30pm
We 6th Consultation Evening 3.30pm
Th 7th 12 noon Easter Dinner
Fr 8th  SCHOOL CLOSES FOR EASTER
Tu 26th School Reopens for Summer Term 
Fr 29th Pumpkin Seed Distribution Day

MAY
Mo 2nd May Bank Holiday - School closed
We 4th Class photographs
Mo 9th Europe Day Lunch
Mo 9th-13th Year 6 SATS COMMENCE
Fri 27th School closes for Half Term

FEBRUARY
Tu 1st    Chinese New Year  - Year of the Tiger
Su 6th  Celebration of Queen's Accession to the throne. 70 years today. 
Mo 14th Valentine’s Day Lunch from Crofty’s Restaurant
Fr 18th  3:30pm Break up for Half term
Mo 28th School Reopens
Mo 28th  STEM Week 
Mo 28th All children to visit the Hull University Planetarium Dome at Woodmansey 

Village Hall led by Prof. Brad Gibson
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	Celebrating STEM
	Dear Parents, Carers, Governors, Friends, Staff and Pupils
	WOODMANSEY CE  PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
	January has certainly felt ‘extended’, I have to stop myself from writing the date as 375th of January! But February is now upon us, and I hope that the mornings will continue to be brighter and the temperature gets warmer.
	The children have been, once again, such a credit to you and taken to school life with COVID restrictions still in place with great gusto. Life for them continues as normal - exactly as it should be.
	On the 28th February, the first day back after the half term break sees the start of our annual STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) week. The children will spend the week focussing on investigation and the excitement and knowledge that brings. The theme of the week is ‘Journeys’.
	I am delighted that Brad Gibson, Daniel Whitt and his University of Hull team are providing  the opportunity for all the children to visit the Planetarium Dome at Woodmansey Village Hall, where they will enjoy a journey to space and listen to an exciting discussion about a ‘Journey to Mars’ from Brad Gibson. Further details of this will follow over the coming weeks.
	As a school, we are keen to establish further links with the community, in particular if you have a career in the STEM industry.  It would be wonderful if the children could associate the skills they learn in school to a career possibility. It could be that we have parents/ aunts/ uncles who are vets, computer programmers, landscape gardeners, nurses, structural engineers sitting right under our noses…the list is endless.
	If you do, or know someone who does, have a career in this industry and you would be happy to volunteer some of your time to to come and discuss your role in more detail with the children, this could be a Q&A session or leading a practical session, then please email me directly woodmansey.head.primary@eastriding.gov.uk Thank you in advance.
	Please look through the newsletter carefully. This month, it includes the holiday dates to Summer 2024, School Sports Partnership information and the latest information on Covid safety in school.
	I wish you all a wonderful February ahead.
	Best wishes,
	Mrs. B Nicholls
	Head of School
	CONTINUING ARRANGEMENTS FOR MANAGING SCHOOL WITH OMICRON
	The context
	The new Omicron Variant is at levels way beyond anything we have seen throughout the pandemic.
	It appears to be milder than previous variants.
	The vaccination and booster programmes appear to be successfully keeping people from hospitalisation or worse, but it is not stopping infection and people are catching the virus for a second time.
	We are experiencing staff absences at a higher rate than previously, though not as high as we feared.
	Pupils remain unvaccinated and appear more susceptible to this variant than previous ones.
	Children do not seem to be experiencing severe symptoms, if any, but they can spread it easily.
	We are experiencing a higher rate of pupil absence than we have had previously due to catching COVID 19 though again not as high as we feared.
	Isolation time has dropped to 5 days providing two LFD Tests are negative taken 24 hours apart from day 5.
	We are now allowed to ask parents to do LFD tests on primary aged children.
	January has been tough and although cases are falling nationally schools appear to be basically two weeks behind the national pattern due to the Christmas Holidays. As you know we have tightened arrangements in January to try to limit the spread of the virus and particularly to prevent this through the staff so that we don’t have to close classes, year groups or worse.
	KEY PROCEDURES being maintained.
	Hand gel use
	Hand washing
	Cleaning protocols
	Additional housekeeping cleaning mid morning and mid afternoon.
	Use of toilet protocols
	Corridor systems to avoid large groups passing
	Good ventilation
	Internal doors remain open
	Isolation of symptomatic individuals.
	Deep cleaning all classrooms where there is an outbreak.
	Having reviewed the current situation it seems sensible to maintain our current protocols for the last few weeks to half term.  The next public health meeting for schools in the East Riding is on 10th February 2022.  After that I would hope to confirm that after the holiday we can restore all the clubs currently suspended and return to live assemblies.  Finally the mask protocols for staff will be eased.
	Up to half term parents are reminded of the following: (see overleaf).
	WOODMANSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

	CONTINUING ARRANGEMENTS FOR MANAGING SCHOOL WITH THE OMICRON VARIANT
	What I am asking of parents and carers
	An email will be sent everyday, summarising the cases present per class.
	There will be no waiting for a threshold to be met, as soon as a case is present, all children in that class should take a LFD test and repeat every day that there is a further case.
	Following Public Health advice, staff, children and siblings may be required to take a PCR test and pupils and their siblings may be required to remain at home until a negative test result is recorded.
	If parents and carers conduct regularly a LFD Test on their children it will be a great help.  Daily would be ideal, though I realise that the availability of tests is problematic.  I understand that Beverley Leisure Centre has good supplies.
	Parents/carers are asked to have emergency plan in place in case:
	A class is temporarily closed, this could also include children of Key Workers, though everything will be done to prevent this.
	The school menu is changed at short notice if we are short staffed in the Molescroft kitchen.  A simple reserve meal will be on standby.
	School meal provision is suspended and all asked to bring a packed lunch.
	Breakfast and or Tea Club provision is affected.
	At pick up and drop off times, please maintain social distancing as far as possible and if queuing, for example for after-school clubs, maintain a 2m distance.
	Please avoid holding discussions with staff at the start or end of the day, emailing a member of staff if there is a message to be communicated.  HOWEVER, if it is important please phone the school and speak to a member of staff.  It cannot be guaranteed that a member of staff will pick up an email as they may be absent and will not be checking emails whilst teaching.
	If speaking with a member of staff in person, please keep at least a 2m distance and wear a face covering.
	Throughout the past two years our whole community has worked together and been so understanding of our shared circumstances and needs.  We have protected our pupils’ education and together we will continue to achieve this.  We will get through this, together.
	Woodmansey ce  PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

	Covid testing arrangements from 17th January 2022,
	Adults who are fully vaccinated and all children and young people aged between 5 and 18 years and 6 months identified as a contact of someone with COVID 19 are strongly advised to take a LFD test every day for 7 days and continue to attend their setting as normal, unless they have a positive test result. There is a temporary removal of the need to take a PCR test to confirm Covid 19 infection; a positive LFD test is sufficient to start the isolation period.
	Daily testing of close contacts applies to all contacts who are:
	• fully vaccinated adults – people who have had 2 doses of an approved vaccine
	• all children and young people aged 5 to 18 years and 6 months, regardless of their
	vaccination status
	• people who are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons
	• people taking part, or have taken part, in an approved clinical trial for a COVID-19
	vaccine.
	Therefore, if there is a case in your child’s class (this will be communicated by the daily email) you should start the daily LFD testing for 7 days.
	If someone has recovered from Covid within 90 days they should also still take the LFD Test.  This is because LFD tests indicate if an individual at the time of testing is infectious.  A PCR test however should not be taken until after 90 days of a previous infection because this test can pick up residual antibodies and a positive test PCR test in this circumstance may indicate “had” the virus rather than “has” the virus.
	When an individual develops COVID-19 symptoms or has a positive test
	pupils, staff and other adults should follow public health advice on when to self-isolate and what to do. They should not come into school if they have symptoms, have had a positive test result or other reasons requiring them to stay at home due to the risk of them passing on COVID-19 (for example, they are required to quarantine).
	If anyone in the school develops COVID-19 symptoms, however mild, the person will be sent  home and the individual should follow public health advice.
	WOODMANSEY CE  PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
	WOODMANSEY CE  PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

	Meet Miss Woodhouse
	Our school family is growing.

	As you all know Mrs. Thorpe began her maternity leave at Christmas and welcomed beautiful Oliver shortly after. This obviously left a ‘Mrs.Thorpe shaped hole’ in our Year 3/4 team. But all was not lost, Miss Hannah Woodhouse joined the Woodmansey family and has found her feet perfectly. She has enjoyed getting to know all the Year 3/4 children and is keeping Mr. M’s classroom in ship shape!
	WOODMANSEY CE  PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER JANUARY/FEBRUARY
	Chinese New Year Tuesday 1st February 2022

	Year of the Tiger. With a special menu at Crofty’s Restaurant.
	Sweet and Sour Chicken.
	INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL MOVED TO MARCH
	ANY GUESSES ON THE DESTINATION?
	SNOW POLICY: IMPORTANT
	The following is taken from the school’s Safeguarding Policy and should prepare parents/carers for what to expect when it snows.

	Holiday Dates to 2024
	WOODMANSEY CE  PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
	PARKING GOOD BEHAVIOUR
	Restrictions apply, virus or no virus, sun or rain.
	HEALTHY LIFESTYLES
	Keeping our mind and body active!
	FEELING CHILLY?
	Is your child feeling cold in class?
	Evidently we don’t lose most of our body heat through our head, but Mr. Loncaster says it is noticeable if one has no top layer of insulation!

	Advance Warning
	Dates for your diary
	WOODMANSEY CE  PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER JANUARY/FEBRUARY
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