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APRIL NEWS

This newsletter is
posted on the website:
www.woodmanseyprim
ary.school
From the website it is
possible to click on the
SCHOOL BLOG which is
an online photographic
diary of life at the
school

Where do we go from here?
WOODMANSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

Dear Parents, Carers, Governors, Friends, Staff and Pupils
Two years have passed since the original
lockdown due to Covid 19. A day I don’t
think any of us will forget. As a staff, we felt
the ‘emptiness’ of school in such a deep
way, far greater than just that of a building.
But now, national restrictions have now all
been lifted and free LFD tests no longer
available.
However, as you know cases in school
have been higher than ever, which is of
course to be expected. Thankfully in the
vast majority of cases the illness is mild, but
the requirement to isolate has meant that
staf ng has been extremely tricky.
Thankfully with the support and
understanding of all our school community
we have managed to provide learning at
home or at school throughout.
From April 1st we shall therefore no longer
be sending a daily update to parents and
carers. We will only write if there is a
particular problem. If your child is obviously
poorly, please keep your child at home just
as you would do normally. As tests are no
longer free, there is no longer an
expectation for staff or pupils to be tested.
We shall continue for the Summer Term to
operate certain protocols which remain
good practice:
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• Excellent ventilation (there should be no
further need for children to wear coats
and hats in school, so correct uniform is
expected).
• Use of hand gel at all entry points and
when attending public areas such as the
dining hall.
• Toilet protocols will remain, i.e not
overcrowding, and maintaining the key
stage blocks.
• Other than that, it is “life as normal” and
we shall see what transpires!
The main problem remains the potential
impact on staf ng and therefore staff will
remain sensible in their mixing in school.
Obviously we will continue to hold meetings
and training but we shall not be reopening
the staff room for meeting until I can
measure the impact of the changes so far.
This room has very little ventilation.
The impact of Covid will be felt, I am sure
for some time, both in school and in the
wider community. The children, however
are working incredibly hard, and the
educational recovery is provided by Miss
Williamson is proving invaluable. There is a
sense of joy and pride in the classrooms
and full engagement is guaranteed.

There has however, in my mind, been one
particular impact of Covid. For some it is
individual and often for us adults, it is
coming to terms with the past two years and
the way we had to turn our lives upside
down. The additional stresses of the cost of
living and war in Ukraine, do nothing to help
these feelings of loss of control.
Children are far more resilient that we give
them credit for, however I have noted one
thing. Many older pupils missed out on a
natural progression in the development of
relationships with their friends. They moved
on line often with an X Box or a mobile
phone. It has introduced them to a world
where feelings are not ‘seen’, and where
words can be hidden behind a ‘character’
through a screen. This world often does not
seem real to the children at the time but
hurt feelings can spill into school.
I ask all parents to support their children
in maintaining and in some cases
restoring supportive friendships and to
be aware of what is happening when the
children are playing on line and what
they are expressing, verbally and
through text. We will continue to teach
the importance of positive relationships
through our PSHCE programme.
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PTFA FUNDRAISER THIS SPRING
Easter Egg Raffle
The popular Easter Egg raf e is back again this year. We have received some
eggs ahead of the raf e being drawn. Thank you. We are in need of a few more,
large or small! All egg donations can be sent into school with your child.
Tickets remain on sale 50p a strip. Each class has its own book(s) of tickets to be
sold.

SUNFLOWERS
FOR UKRAINE

A different competition
this year
Friday 29th April is scheduled as the
day we send home pumpkin seeds for
the annual competition.
It has however, been suggested that for
this year we could have a “tallest
sunflower competition”. It will be a nice
change and would be a way of showing
support for the people of Ukraine. The
sunflower is the national flower of
Ukraine.
WHY IS THE SUNFLOWER
UKRAINE’S NATIONAL FLOWER?
Sunflowers did not originate in Europe.
They were originally cultivated in North
America around 3000 BC and later
brought to Eastern Europe. Not only
did the sunny plant become the

A Commonwealth
Competition

A chance to be creative…

In this Platinum Jubilee year of our
Sovereign, Her Majesty The Queen, I
have been asked to draw your
attention to The Queen’s
Commonwealth Essay Competition
(QCEC).
The QCEC is the world’s oldest
international writing competition for
schools and has been delivered by
the Royal Commonwealth Society
(Society) since 1883. It seeks to
foster an empathetic and openminded world view in the next
generation of Commonwealth
leaders and offers thousands of
young people, from a wide range of
backgrounds, the opportunity to
make their voices heard on a global
platform.
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Each year, young people write on a
theme that explores the
Commonwealth’s values and
principles. This year, on the occasion
of The Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee, young Commonwealth

people’s favourite in Ukraine, but by
growing in the country’s hot climate, it
also became deeply embedded in their
culture when the Church didn’t ban its
oil during Lent.

with their official final measurement. We
will need photographic evidence!
We shall send seeds home on 29th
April.

For the unversed, Ukrainian Orthodox
Great Lent is a time of abstinence and
self-denial from all meat, poultry and
their byproducts.
Since then, it became an important
aspect of daily life and diet, and people
began to grow the sunflower all over
Ukraine.
The flower has become an integral part
of the Ukrainian tradition as well over
the years. They can be found in the
yards of village houses or woven into
the dresses of women worn during
celebrations.
This is why the sunflower is regarded
as the national flower of Ukraine.
Consequently in 2022 we are
organising a sunflower growing
competition. Children will be able to
send in photographs of their tallest
blooms in September and October 2022

writers are asked to re ect on
inspirational leadership and to
explore the positive impact that can
be achieved through commitment to
their communities within the theme
‘Our Commonwealth’.
It is open to all UK residents, aged
18 and under, the competition has
two age categories: the Senior
Category for those aged 14 – 18
years, and the Junior Category for
those under 14 years. The top two
winners from each category will win a
trip to London for a week of
educational and cultural activities,
culminating in a special Awards
Ceremony, usually held at
Buckingham Palace and hosted by
the Society’s Vice-Patron, Her Royal
Highness The Duchess of Cornwall.
All successful entries are recognised
for their participation, receiving Gold,
Silver and Bronze Awards for
excellence in writing or a Certi cate
of Participation.

Pulitzer Prize winning journalist Mei
Fong, and the renowned author,
Elspeth Huxley.
For more information on how to enter
the competition please visit: https://
www.royalcwsociety.org/essaycompetition
Further information on the themes for
writing can be found below.
Good luck!
Junior category (Born on or after 1
July 2008 (under 14 years of age)
1.

2.

3.
Past winners have gone on to
become prominent leaders, including
the current Prime Minister of
Singapore, Mr Lee Hsien Loong,

4.

Imagine you are a
grandparent in 2022. Tell
your grandchildren a bedtime
story about an inspirational
person.
What are the best ways for
young people to serve the
Commonwealth in your
view?
Our Commonwealth
community.
Write a job description for a
superhero needed to solve a
problem in your community.
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PARKING GOOD
BEHAVIOUR
Restrictions apply, virus
or no virus, sun or rain.
I wish to remind drivers, dropping
off their children in a morning or
waiting to collect at the end of the
day, not to park in either of the
yellow zig zag line areas directly in
front of the school gates or
opposite, in front of the
Woodmansey caravan park.
Whether this is for ’30 seconds’ or 5
minutes, cars parked here cause
obstruction for other drivers, Mr.
Taylor on the crossing patrol and for

children being visible leaving
school.
The Woodmansey caravan park is
private property and we have
received a number of complaints
from residents who have been
blocked in or unable to access the
entrance to the park because of
parked or waiting cars.
I absolutely understand the dif culty
in nding safe places to park during
drop off and collection times but
please remember that the Warton
Arms Pub are more than happy for
school users to use their car park
and walk the remainder of the
journey.

Management Committee of
St. Peter’s Church and we
cannot wait to see the
During the half term holiday finished flag flying above
project, you were all asked St. Peter’s Church very
soon!
to design a Jubilee flag to
celebrate the Queen in her
Platinum year. They were
all so well thought out and
clearly took a lot of time.
Thank you. We have
received a lovely letter of
thanks from the

The Flag will be
flown!
Huge thanks…

small potted plant such as a
spring pansy or primrose may
be brought. Alternatively a pot
of flowering bulbs. All potted
plants and flowering bulbs are
We shall continue our annual
transferred to our grounds and
tradition of creating an Easter
bloom there for weeks and
Garden celebrating renewed life many return to bloom each
and hope again. The garden will year.
be a focus for our attention in
assemblies for the final week of The flowers will be brought into
term. Children are therefore
assembly, hopefully they will
encouraged to bring a small
then continue to blossom
arrangement of spring flowers to through to our final assembly of
school from Monday 4th April the term on Friday 8th April
Thursday 7th April 2022. Loose
2022.
flowers should be in a plastic
vase e.g. a cut down plastic
bottle. Preferably though, a

Easter Garden
The centre piece to our
Easter Celebrations

REMINDER MONDAY IS
THE START OF OUR
EASTER CELEBRATIONS
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ALSO, PLEASE BE
CONSIDERATE OF OUR
NEIGHBOURS,
PARTICULARLY IF
ATTENDING SPECIAL
EVENTS.
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School Meals are Excellent Value.
A child’s meal costs £2.60. (A full week offer
of £11 is available.) Dinners should ideally
be paid for on line at School Money.
Meals are advertised on the website and
there is usually the salad with two wraps
option and the Jacket Potato with a range
of fillings. Year 5&6 pupils may have a
larger portion of the advertised main hot
meal.

Crofty’s Restaurant
Around the World on
a Plate

Continuing our International Journey of culinary delights “Around the World on a Plate” we
have some specials, which our children can look forward to.
Fr 1st April Greek International Special Souvlaki with feta salad and pitta bread followed by
Galaktoboureko (greek custard cake).
Fr 8th April Easter Special Dinner Roast Chicken with Stuffing and Roast Potatoes followed by
Easter Chocolate Nest.
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Meals served at Cro y’s Restaurant contain allergens. We follow good hygiene prac ces in our kitchen; however whilst a dish may not iden fy a
speci c allergen as an actual ingredient, due to the wide range of ingredients used in our kitchen, foods may be at risk of cross contamina on by other
ingredients. Anyone wishing to know the details of any allergens in any of our meals provided
can get the informa on from the school kitchen. Please telephone the normal school number
01482861762 in order to be transferred.

CLUBS: What’s on at Woodmansey
FROM THE WEEK COMMENCING: Monday 25th April 2022.

As always, I am indebted to the staff and volunteers who give up so much to offer extra curricular activities to our
children. Below is a list of Clubs which operate at school. All after school clubs require children to pre register.
Day

Monday

Time

Club

Open to:

Led by:

12.30pm
3.30pm- 4.30pm

Coding
Athletics

Year 3-6
Year 1 & 2

Mrs. Barber
First Step Sports

12.30pm
3.30pm - 4.30pm

Choir
Drama Club

Years 4-6
Years 4-6

Mrs. Fisher
Mrs. Fisher

3.30pm - 4.30pm

Irish Dancing

Years 3-6

Mr. McEntegart

12.30pm
3.30pm - 4.30pm
3.30pm - 4.30pm

Woodmansey Wonderers Years 1-6
Years 2-6
Book Café
Years 3-6
Rounders

3.30pm - 4.30pm

Athletics

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday

Years 3-6

Beverley School’s Christian Trust
Mrs. Kett
First Step Sports
First Step Sports

your child would like to attend any of the after school clubs, please contact Mrs. Scott who will collate the
registers. Collection from the clubs is from the main school office.
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If

CONSULTATION
EVENING
Monday 4th April &
Wednesday 6th April
2022
Booking forms have been
sent out and appointments have
been scheduled. If you are yet to
book an appointment with your
child’s teacher then please
contact the school office ASAP.
Please arrive a few minutes
before your appointment time so
we can ensure appointments are
not delayed.
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For KS1 and KS2
appointments please report to
the main office and for Nursery
and FY appointments please
report to the EYFS playground
door.
We strongly encourage you
to bring your child with
you to the appointment,
we really do want them to
hear what we have to say!
Of course, please do
not wait for these
appointments to raise any
questions or concerns.
Please email us and we

can always find a mutually
convenient time to meet with you
throughout the school year.
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THE INTERNATIONAL
AFTERNOON BEGINS
1.4.22 @2pm - 4pm
Logistics for a great
afternoon, an invitation
for all.
The playground gates will be open at
1.30pm, with the car park gates being
closed at 1.15pm. This is to ensure the
safety of the children on site.
Unfortunately the car park is only
available for use by our regular blue
badge holders.
In order to facilitate your enjoyment of
the afternoon and the safety of all, I ask
that you take a few moments to
consider the following:
The school building itself is not open for
visitors, however the Y3/4 classroom
which has direct access from the
playground will be open to facilitate
some of the activities, particularly if the
weather is unkind!
Children can be collected from 2pm via
the main school office.
Children may visit their own toilets
ON THEIR OWN JUST AS THEY
WOULD IN SCHOOL, BUT PLEASE
NO ADULTS IN THE CORRIDORS.
On the playground there will be stalls
for children and families to try olives,
Baclava, Feta and sample the local soft
drink (some stalls will incur a cost for
purchase).

Parking
We all know that parking
will be dif cult, please be
considerate of neighbours
driveways and pathways.
Parking is available, as
always, at the Warton Arms
Pub.

WHERE ARE THE
CHILDREN
FOCUSSING THEIR
ATTENTION

The children in the
FY will maintain the
focus across the
entire region. Other
year groups will go
on to look at one
region in detail.
EYFS - Whole Country
Y1/Y2 - Thessaly &
Thessaloniki
Y3/Y4 - Central Greece
and Peloponnese
Y5/Y6 - Macedonia &
Thrace

WHAT TO WEAR AT
SCHOOL ON 1st
APRIL 2022.
The colours of Greece are blue
and white. They make up the
nation’s ag and re ect the roofs
and walls of many traditional
buildings particularly of the Greek
Islands and most famously
Santorini. The blue also re ects
the blue sunny skies and the
Mediterranean Sea.
The children may treat the festival
day as a non uniform day but
please try to wear blue and/or
white. Obviously the school
jumper and white polo shirt t the
bill, but I’m sure the children will
be delighted to wear blue jeans to
school and accessorise with
scarves etc.
This should not involve any
additional expense for anyone.

As before, if an adult can not attend the
event, we understand and your child will
be kept with the class team until your
arrival at collection time.

There will be free tasters of
food and food and drink to
purchase during the
afternoon, so a small amount
of money may be needed if
any supper is required!
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Keeping Woodmansey Green
The Queen’s Green Canopy
The Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) is a unique tree planting initiative created to
mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022 which invites people from across the
United Kingdom to “Plant a Tree for the Jubilee”.
Everyone from individuals to Scout and Girl guiding groups, villages, cities, counties,
schools and corporates are encouraged to play their part to enhance our environment
by planting trees during the of cial planting season between October to March. Tree
planting will commence again in October 2022, through to the end of the Jubilee year.
With a focus on planting sustainably, the QGC will encourage planting of trees to create a legacy in honour of The
Queen’s leadership of the Nation, which will bene t future generations.
As well as inviting the planting of new trees, The Queen’s Green Canopy will dedicate a network of 70 Ancient
Woodlands across the United Kingdom and identify 70 Ancient Trees to celebrate Her Majesty’s 70 years of
service.
We have chosen a Sweet Chestnut tree. The tree was loved by the Romans who brought it to Britain, and is now a
roasted winter treat here in the UK. These long-lived giants, with their prickly husks and deeply grooved bark, give
us our classic Christmas nut. Our tree will arrive at the beginning of the tree planting season again in September,
ready for October.
Sweet chestnut is a deciduous tree which can reach 35m
when mature and live for up to 700 years. They belong to
the same family as oaks and beeches. The bark is greypurple and smooth, and develops vertical ssures with
age. The twigs are purple-brown and buds are plum, redbrown and oval in shape. They can develop vast girths
which can reach up to 2m in diameter.
The owers provide an important source of nectar and
pollen for bees and other insects, while squirrels eat the
nuts. A large number of micro-moths feed on the leaves
and nuts.
The ancient Greeks dedicated the sweet chestnut to Zeus
and its botanical name Castanea comes from Castonis, a
town in Thessaly in Greece where the tree was grown for
its nuts.
The world’s oldest known chestnut tree grows on Mount
Etna in Sicily and has a circumference of 190 feet. It is
said to be between 2,000 and 4,000 years old.
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We will choose a spot on our eld which can be seen by
all in the Woodmansey community so that generations
can watch it grow as they do. The tree will stand by a
commemorative plaque made by The Royal British
Legion.
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Advance Warning
Dates for your diary

Please be aware however that the further ahead into the future dates are, there is a chance
that events may have to move due to unforeseen circumstances. Some of what follows is also
dependent on national regulations and also dependent on the school not having to enact its
Outbreak Management Plan.
MAY
Mo 2nd
We 4th
Th 5th
Mo 9th
Mo 9th
Th 19th
Fr 20th
Tu 24th
Fr 27th

MAY Bank Holiday
AM Class Photographs
Safeguarding, Health & Safety & Premises Governing Body Committee 5.30pm
Finance & Personnel Governing Body Committee 6.30pm
Europe Day Lunch (Focus Portugal)
- 13th
Y6 SATS COMMENCE & OPTIONAL SATS (up to half term)
Curriculum & Quality Assurance Governing Body Committee 5.30pm
Special Day to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
- 27th
ENVIRONMENT WEEK
School Closes for Half Term

JUNE
Th 2nd
Mo 6th
Mo 6th
Th 9th
Fr 10th
Su 19th
Mo 20th
Tu 21st
Wed 22nd
Thu 23rd
Fr 24th
We 29th

Coronation Day 70 Years ago today and PLATINUM JUBILEE to 5th June
Sweden National Day Lunch
School Reopens
9am – 12 noon KS2 CRICKET TOURNAMENT TBC
Portuguese National Day Lunch
Fathers Day
Reports Published this week year group at a time
Woodmansey School Show at Woodmansey Village Hall 6pm 1 of 2
Woodmansey School Show at Woodmansey Village Hall 6pm 2 of 2
Woodmansey Commonwealth Games am KS2, pm EYFS/KS1
3.30pm - 5pm EXHIBITION OF WORK EVENING Classrooms open 3:30pm
to 5pm
New 2022 FY Starters Induction Evening 5.30pm - 7pm

JULY
Fr 1st
Year 5/6 Puberty and Growing up discussion with the School Nurse Team
Mo 4th
American Independence Day Lunch
Mo 4th - Fr 15th
Festival of Summer Salads for dinner served from the Pupils’ Kitchen to
Y2/Y3 rooms.
Th 7th
Sports Day Reserve
Fr 22nd
10:45 am LEAVERS CONCERT to FY – Y3
Y6 with Parents/Carers a Picnic lunch 12.15pm
1:30pm LEAVERS’ CONCERT to P/C
2:30pm Whole School Farewell Y6 ASSEMBLY and P/C
3:15 pm approx return to classes
3:20pm Procession of Y6 pupils applauded out of the school by other pupils.
3.30pm School Closes for the Summer.

DIARY

Education Alliance

PLEASE PIN THIS PAGE TO YOUR HOUSEHOLD NOTICEBOARD.

Some of what follows is also dependent on na onal regula ons and also dependent on
the school not having to enact its Outbreak Management Plan.
APRIL
Mo 4th
Mo 4th
We 6th
Th 7th
Th 7th
Th 7th
Fr 8th
Fr 8th
Fr 8th
Tu 26th
Fr 29th

Create Easter Garden in Assembly
3:30pm Consultation Evening 1 of 2.
3:30pm Consultation Evening 2 of 2.
PTFA Easter Egg Draw
PTFA Easter Bake Off Entries due in by 4pm
12noon Easter Dinner at Crofty’s Restaurant
Easter Service at St. Peters (School only)
PTFA Easter Bake Off Judging
SCHOOL CLOSES FOR EASTER
School Reopens for Summer Term
Sunflower Seed distribution Day

Yours sincerely
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Mrs. B Nicholls
Head of School

